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Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan.
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Kamegaoka Burial Site
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Stone monument in the shape of a goggle-eyed clay figurine
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TEL : 0173-49-1194

Location
Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture

Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a historic site in 1944

Area designated for protection
38,887.99 m

About the site

This is a representative site of the Final Jormon period
located on the left bank of the Iwaki River. It has
pbeen known since the £do period (1600-1868) for the
discovery of large amounts of Jomon pottery. So the
term Kamegaoka culture comes from this place which
literally means "a hill of pottery". A group of graves,
lacquerware, jade, and a large snow goggle-eyed clay
figurine have been discovered at this site.

For inquiries
Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City
Board of Education

TEL: +81 173 49 1194
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Jade bead (Final Jomon period)
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Kamegaoka Burial Site had been well known since the £do
period for the artistic pottery unearthed. The name of this
site is the origin of the term Kamegaoka Culture, which is the
archaeological culture predominant from Hokkaido to the
northern mainland of Japan. We can find the records of the
unearthed artifacts of this site in the Eiroku Diary (Tatenokoshi
version), which is the descriptions about the AHirosak/ domain,
as well as in Tanki Manroku, a record of a special exibition
held by a famous writer Takizawa Bakin. The magnificence of
the discovered pottery impressed even foreigners, and was
conveyed to European countries through the Dutch trading
post in Dejima.
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Excavation in the low wetland (in 1980)
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Lacquerware with woven
bamboo body

(Final Jomon period)

| O A R e B

BREESHHEE U LEs
A pot appreciated by a famous writer
Bakin Takizawa (1767-1848)



HYBFAE  Archaeological excavation
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(Final Jomon period)

Kamegaoka Burial site is located on a
tongue-shaped plateau (Kameyama
area) at an elevation of 7-18 meters
and the surrounding lowland swamps
(the Omi-Nosawa area in the north,
the Sawane area in the south).
Artifacts representing the Kamegaoka
Burial Site such as clay figures, pottery
painted in red and black and lacquerware,
had been excavated in the swamp §
area. Group of pit graves of the Final
Jomon period were found at the south [eesss £
and north tip of the Kameyama area, ey Burial pits
and recent excavations revealed for the

first time the remains of a pit dwelling of the same period in
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Painted pots of beautiful forms that were

the northwestern tip of the plateau. ) unearthed from Kamegaoka Burial Site
Based on these facts, the spatial layout of the settlement in (Final Jomon period) A
the Final Jomon period can be illustlated as follows: i
residential area in the Kameyama area, graveyard in the
south and north tip of the plateau, and dumping ground of UL A

pottery in the lowland swamps surrounding the plateau. géi;ﬁg;?_&g )

Through these evidences, the actual profile of ‘Kamegaoka
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Culture’ type site is just now emerging. (BHRREX mB/EILVTV3Y)
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Archaeological artifacts unearthed from the Kamegaoka Burial Site
have been famous since the £do period and stored in many places
within and outside Japan. The Tsugaru City Board of Education
carries out research on these artifacts that are stored at different
universities and museums
throughout Japan.
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Plant-bound stone bar
(Keio Univ. collection)
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Headless goggle-eyed clay
figurine (private collection)

;&ﬁ'ﬁﬂsiﬁ Goggle-eyed clay figurine
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Clay figurine wearing snow goggles excavated from Kamegaoka Burial Site
(Important Cultural Property, Final Jomon period)
[Left: a replica Right: a lithograph (reverse image) taken in the late 19th century]
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A goggle-eyed clay figurine a distinctive artifact of the Kamegaoka
Burial Site, was unearthed in 1887 from the Sawane area, the low

wetland in the south of the plateau. It was named 'Shakoki Dogu'
because it appeared to be the distorted image of a person wearing
shakoki (snow goggles) used by northern peoples, such as the
Inuit. Archaeolgists presume that it was used in ritual ceremonies
of the Kamegaoka people during the Final Jormon. In 1957 it was
designated as an Important Cultural Property and at present is on
display at the Tokyo National Museum as part of its collection.

FHIBFEE{ABR Experiencing archaeological work
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There are opportunities for local students of junior and senior high
schools in Tsugaru City to participate in archaeological excavations
and learn about the value of the Kamegaoka Burial Site.

FIETHEMER Experiencing an archaeological excavation
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An NPO, 7sugaru-Jomon-no-ka/, and the Tsugaru City Board of

education jointly organize events, such as on-site guided tours and
lectures about the Kamegaoka Burial Site.

JOMONE » @iEmiE DY Festival for the Kamegaoka Burial Site
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Working Together for World Heritage Listing of the Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan

@iEREE Component Parts e
BEEEE Associated Sites E ¢
000 0000000000000 000, 1B+ Site Name / FifEmEIM Location / &% Dating
o* ® e @ SEHF KSR REET Approx. 3.500-2,000 BCE

Hm fUBi Gapporo ) @ Ofune Site / Hakodate City
GrEtietele) © @ 9 1B/ E&w  meEh Approx. 7,000-1,000 BCE

Kakinoshima Site / Hakodate City

® BB FURXEREE  Fmm Approx. 1.200 BCE
Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles / Chitose City

@ % FEESEEK FEH Approx. 5,000-3,500 BCE
Kitakogane Site / Date City

® i AT - SUEEK (WIBK) /EERHE] Approx. 1800 BCE
Irie Site / Toyako Town

® %I AT- SRR ([YEE) / TEEsfE] Approx. 1,000 BCE
Takasago Burial Site / Toyako Town

@ HRIEH =PARLLEN ~ 7 Approx. 3.900-2,200 BCE
Sannai Maruyama Site ./~ Aomori City

S JERENT S BT Approx. 2,000 BCE
Komakino Stone Circle ./~ Aomori City

© SHEF AFHFEHLER  shaith Approx. 1,000 BCE
Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle / Hirosaki City

s =)IGEFHER  J\Fh  Approx. 1,000-300 BCE
Korekawa Site ./ Hachinohe City

O S HIEFEE  DH3M  Approx. 4000-2,000 BCE
Tagoyano Site / Tsugaru City

@ 5B B4 EGEEHUER ~ Dh'ST Approx. 1,000-300 BCE
Kamegaoka Burial Site / Tsugaru City

® SHEF KFTED 9ol Approx. 13,000 BCE
Odai Yamamoto Site ./ Sotogahama Town

B ZYHRER LR Approx. 3,500-2,000 BCE
Futatsumori Site ./ Shichinohe Town

5 SEEs  HFRERENF S —FH] Approx. 2.500-2,000 BCE
Goshono Site ./ Ichinohe Town

1SRIEEF KSRIRSIG BB Approx. 2,000-1,500 BCE
Oyu Stone Circles / Kazuno City

@ SEF (PEVEEN ~ JLRKET™  Approx. 2.000-1.700 BCE
Isedotai Stone Circles / Kitaakita City

O] SBEF B/AKREH BESE)  HE]  Approx. 2,000 BCE
Washinoki Stone Circle / Mori Town

BEF RTGMWEEKR EH&ESE) /J\Pm Approx. 6,000 BCE
Choshichiyachi Site / Hachinohe City
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The Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan consist of 17 archaeological
sites located in the southern part of Hokkaido Island and the northern part

mE - BRE - 5F 8 - MERED17:EPD 5521088 - LRl

DIBSOEIIEEF. £RE - B - FHICKY 1 FFEM ECHRzY of the Honshu Island of the Japanese archipelago. This property is a valuable
SENTCERHLEIDALZDES Ut ZS(CGADEER cultural heritage demonstrating the pre-agricultural way of life and complex
SHLEETY spiritual culture of prehistoric people who lived based on gathering, fishing

and hunting for a very long period of time, more than 10,000 years.
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Ofune-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

71,832.03m

This is a large settlement site dating back to 3,500-2,000 BCE,
which is located on the seacoast facing the Pacific Ocean. More
than 100 pit dwelling sites, human-made mounds, and pits have
been discovered, including distinctively large pit dwelling sites
deeper than 2m. In addition to a huge quantity of pottery, animal
and botanical remains, including those of the chestnut and the
bones of whales and fur seals have also been unearthed. They
provide important clues to the life and livelihood in the Jomon
period.

World Heritage Registration Promotion Office, Hakodate City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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Chuo, Chitose City, Hokkaido
Designated as a historic site in 1979
Extended in 2019

108,772.06m

Itis a group of communal graves constructed in the latter half of the Late
Jomon period. The ground was dug in a circle and a circular earthwork
was built around it. Grave pits were placed in the circle for burial of the
bodies of the deceased. There are 9 burial circles in the area designated
as a historic site, 8 of which still show their shape. The diameter of the
largest one is about 75 m and the height of the embankment is about 5
m. It is one of the biggest monuments in the Jormon period.

Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center

(TEL: +81 123 24 4210)
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Kakinoshima Site
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Usujiri-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

92,749.00nt

This settlment site located on a hill facing the Pacific Ocean
dates back to 7,000-1,000 BCE. It is exceptional evidence of as
long as 6,000 years of sedentary life of the Jomon people there.
In addition to the large earth mounds exceeding 190 m in total
length, special archaeologial remains and artifacts associated with
spiritual life at the time have been discovered in large numbers,
including footprint clay plates and ritual tools.

World Heritage Registration Promotion Office, Hakodate City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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Kitakogane Site
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FtESEFEHREYY— (TEL: 0142-24-2122)
PEMHBEERER (TEL : 0142-23-3331)

Kitakogane-cho, Date City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1987

143,594.02mi

This is a settlement site of the Early Jomon period (5,000-3,500
BCE). In addition to five shell mounds, ritual grounds located on
a watering place, pit dwelling sites and graves were discovered
through excavations. This site is open to the public as a historic
park where visitors can experience Jomon culture. There is an
information center where artifacts are displayed.

Kitakogane Site Information Center (TEL: +81 142 24 2122)

Date City Board of Education (TEL: +81 142 23 3331)
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Irie Site / Takasago Burial site
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BERl A B RE S BE®% (TEL: 0142-74-3010)

Irie, Toyako Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1988

Extended in 2002

Extended in 2011

65,485.90n1

This site is located on a hill looking over Funkawan Bay and
comprises a settlement with two shell mounds from the Early to
Final Jomon periods. A large number of pit dwelling sites have
been found at the Irie shell mound with 44 graves in total inside
the shell mounds indicating that the Jomon people regarded these
mounds as sacred places for burial of the deceased.

Social Education Department, Toyako Town Board of Education
(TEL: +81 142 74 3010)
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Komakino Stone Circle
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Nozawa, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

87.632.61m

This site dating back to 2,000 BCE comprises large stone circles
that are distinctive in the way that the land was leveled and stones
were arranged. It is an important site that provides clues not only
to the spirituality, social structure, and burial customs at the time,
but also to civil engineering techniques such as land leveling and
transportation and placement of many large stones.

Aomori City Komakino Site Preservation Museum

(TEL: +81 17 757 8665)
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Sannai Maruyama Site
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Sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a special historic site in 2000

Extended in 2014

251,793.70m

This site comprises a large-scale settlement which lasted for a long
period of time from the Early to Middle Jomon periods. It has an
extremely high academic value for the comprehensive studies of
Jomon culture. This is a most representative Jormon archaeological
site, having exerted great influence on the understanding of the
Jomon period throughout the Japanese archipelago.

Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center (TEL: +81 17 766 8282)
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Omori Katsuyama Stone Ciecle
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(TEL : 0172-82-1642)

Omori, Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 2012
85,154.83mi

This site is located at the northeastern foot of Mt. Iwaki. This is
one of the few stone circles that date back to the first half of the
Final Jormon period (about 1,000 BCE). Among the stone circles of
Final Jormon in Japan, this is the only example of which the whole
picture has been clarified. It is a valuable site for studying the
ceremonial and burial practices in the Jomon period.

Cultural Properties Section, Hirosaki City Board of Education
(TEL: +81 172 82 1642)
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Korekawa Site
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Korekawa, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1957

Extended in 2004

Extended in 2013

Extended in 2016

219,008.95m

The Korekawa site is located on the Niida River terrace and
represents the Kamegaoka culture during the Final Jomon period.
Numerous wooden artifacts painted with red lacquer have been
unearthed. It is a valuable site for studying Jomon society and the
origin of lacquer technique.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Kamegaoka Burial Site
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DH S THBEZERHRHELR (TEL: 0173-49-1194)

Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
38,887.99m

This is a representative site of the Final Jomon period located
on the left bank of the Iwaki River. It has been known since the
Edo period (1600-1868) for the discovery of large amounts of
Jomon pottery. So the term Kamegaoka culture comes from this
place which literally means "a hill of pottery". A group of graves,
lacquerware, jade, and a large snow goggle-eyed clay figurine have
been discovered at this site.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Tagoyano Site
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Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1944
Extended in 2017
62,993.62m

This is a settlement site located on the left bank of the Iwaki River
that includes a shell mound of the Early Jomon period, one of the
rarely-found shell mounds on the coast of the Japan Sea. Bone
implements made from large mammals such as whales and human
bones were discovered from this site. Numerous bracelets made of
Glycymeris albolineatus evidence the production of shell bracelets
at' the site. This site is important for studying the environment,
livelihood and production in the Jomon period.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Odai Yamamoto Site
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Kanita, Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2013
Extended in 2015
20,860.92m

This site from the Incipient Jormon period is located on the left bank
of the Kanita River. Potshards and arrowheads have been discovered
along with stones showing technical features of the Paleolithic era.
Radiocarbon dating of carbonized material adhering to a potshard
reveals that it is approximately 15,000 years old, which is the oldest

ottery in Japan, and probably anywhere else. This site is important
or studying the environmental and cultural aspects of the transition
from the Paleolithic era to the Jomon period.

Social Education Department, Sotogahama Town Board of Education

(TEL:+81 174 31 1233)
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[I] Kaizukaienomae, Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture

|II] Designated as a historic site in 1998
Extended in 2015

117,900.10m

This site is a settlement with large shell mounds from the Early
to Middle Jomon periods. It is located on the west shore of Lake
Ogawara in the northeastern region of Japan on the Pacific coast.
Two shell mounds were built in the eastern and westarn areas of the
site. Pit dwellings, storage pits, and graves were also arranged around
them. With shell mounds ranking among the largest in the Tohoku
region that date from the same period, it is valuable for studying the
environment, livelihood, and structure of the settlement at the time.

World Heritage Management Office, Shichinohe Town Board of
Education (TEL: +81 176 58 5530)
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Oyu Stone Circles
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(TEL: 0186-37-3822)

Towada, Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 1956
250,060.60n

This site contains a large monument of the first half of the Late
Jomon period. It is located on the left bank of the Oyu River,
which is a tributary of the Yoneshiro River. It is characterized by
a pair of stone circles with a diameter of more than 40 m each.
Archaeologists estimate that their construction took more than
200 years. It is a significant monument that provides clues to the
spirituality of the Jormon people.

Oyu Stone Circles Museum, Kazuno City Board of Education

(TEL: +81 186 37 3822)
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Goshono Site
EFRE—PUIEEE
19934 SPEREE
20064 SEERENIEE
2014F SEENENEE
77.801.47m B
)| SRR C A0 B e (J870A0 2,500 ~ 2,0004F
B) DISREESEN C . FAEmER D BHETDLIC
EENEAC . REOERERC e eshEEL, +
BREBSERIN LTI, MYIFRDOEZBEPEN
BYDIEGEZZEAD FCEETT,
—FPHHEZER M TEESHHHES (TEL 1 0195-32-2652)
lwadate, Ichinohe Town, lwate Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1993

Extended in 2006

Extended in 2014

77.801.47m

This is a large-scale settlement of the second half of the Middle
Jomon period located on the east bank of the Mabechi River.
The settlement was constructed around a cemetery at the
center accompanied by stone arrangements. Pit dwellings were
concentrated in the eastern and western parts of the settlement,
some of which had soil-made roofs. This site is important for
understanding the layout of settlements and the structure of pit
dwellings during the Jomon period.

The Office for the Promotion of World Heritage Site Registration,
Ichinohe Town Board of Education (TEL : +8T 195 32 2652)
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Isedotai Stone Circles
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2001 & SEEMEE ;
156,066.85m )
KN PRB O LFICIIM T 2 & 8FT¥ (fooThl 2,000 4F
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2DFMICHINGH ) TR, BXEFRDITY EFDUZEE
22 L TCEEREI T,

IMEHMHEZEEEFEE (TEL: 0186-62-6618)

Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 2001
156,066.85m

This site dating back to ca. 2,000-1,700 BCE contains 4 large
stone circles, each of which exceeds 30m in diameter. They are
considered to be ritual sites. There are no other places where
as many as 4 stone circles have been found in one location. It is
an important site that provides clues to spiritual and ceremonial
practices during the Jomon period.

Lifelong Learning Department, Kitaakita City Board of Education
(TEL: +81 186 62 6618)
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Washinoki Stone Circle (associated site) [
ACEEFRETRE / AH]
2006 SLEMEE
20145 SEERENERE
83,660.75m
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ZEZ D L CERIFEMCY,

HRIHBEZESHLSHER

(TEL:01374-2-2186)

Washinoki-cho, Mori Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2006

Extended in 2014

83,660.75m

This site, located Tkm inland from Funkawan Bay, contains stone
circles and burial pits dating back to ca. 2,000 BCE, including one of
the largest stone circles in Hokkaido, measuring 37m in perimeter.
It is an important site that provides clues not only to the burial
customs and rituals of northem Japan but also to interchanges
between Hokkaido and the Tohoku region at the time.

Social Education Department, Mori Town Board of Education

(TEL: +81 1374 2 2186)
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Choshichiyachi Site (associated site)
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Kikyono, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1981

29,579.00m

This site contains one of the rare shell mounds that can date
far back to ca. 6,000 BCE in the Tohoku region. Fishhooks and
harpoons made of animal bones and antlers have been unearthed,
among other bone-made artifacts, indicating that people at the
time had a highly-developed fishing culture. It is an important
site that provides clues to the fishery-based livelihoods, diet, and
natural environments at that time.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Many symposiums are organized by local governments
about the Jomon sites. Local communities and NGOs also
organize events, including pottery making.
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Logo of Jomon sites
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The central figure in the logo represents Jomon
pottery as well as the map of northern Japan; the
vortex representing the 7sugaru strait symbolizes the
powerfulness of Jomon culture. The color is that of
pottery and lacquerware characteristic of this culture.
Darker areas mark the locations of the 17 Jomon sites.
The two Chinese characters signify Jomon (literally, “cord
pattern”); “JOMON JAPAN" , short for the Jomon culture
of Japan, is also a reminder that natural lacquer known
today as japan in English dates back to this period.
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Information on individual sites and events
are available online.
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https://jomon-japan.jp (B4EE/Japanese) g,
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https://jomon-japan.jp/en (&8 /English)
https://jomon-japan. jp/kids Kids
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Tsugaru City Kizukuri Kamegaoka Archaeological Museum

FIFZER  Visitor Information

ORFEEE
9:00~16:00 Open 9:00-16:00

OfEEH
BREH. iB0EH. #5485 (1282968~1838)
Closed on Mondays, following day of national holidays, and from 29
December to 3 January.

OAEER} Admission
[BA] XA200F B - KFE 100 /- iz 50
[EF158UE)AATO0H &% - AFES50M /)N - 420
Adults JPY200 (100)
High school and university students 100 (50)
Elementary and junior high school students 50 (20)
() shows group discounts per person for parties of 15 or more.

WA Access

“ A SEHENEFRIR
SEESR & FR SR iH

Aislh s MESAEE

MZERRTARE LD
O JRAEERN B ETHI 209>

20 minutes by car from JR Kizukuri Station (Gonou Line)
OJRAEFTNIERERD 55LF /N [RFTIIR~/ICEIR] TH405 [#ERE]

BE, 5N 1550

40 minutes by Konan bus from JR Goshogawara Station (Gonou Line)

for Kodomari to Tateoka bus stop and 15 minutes’ walk from there

QBEHRE DN B HAGEMERL 195
195 Byobuzan, Kizukuri Tateoka, Tsugaru City, Aomori Pref.
N 0173-45-3450 +81 173 45 3450
Hhttps://www.city.tsugaru.aomori.jp/soshiki/kyoiku/
syakaikyoiku/sihakukan/1789.html



