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This leaflet introduces Jomon Archaeological Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku.
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Location
Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture

@ Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a historic site in 2013

[I] Area designated for protection
20,377.87m

@ About the site

This site is of the Inciplent Jomon period located
on the left bank of the Kanita River. Potshards and
arrowheads were discovered along with stones which
bear the technique features of the Paleolithic period.
Radiocarbon dating of carbonized material adhering to
a potshard reveal that it is approximately 16,500 years
old, which is the oldest pottery in Japan excavated so
far. This site is important to study the environmental
and cultural aspects of the transition from the
Paleolithic to Jomon period.

For inquiries
Social Education Department, Sotogahama Town Municipal
Board of Education

TEL: +81-17-431-1233
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In 1975 and 1976, the Aomori Prefectural Museum
excavated this site and revealed that the Mikoshiba-
Chojakubo culture, which had been Characterized by
the stone tool assemblage(Spear point, Edge-ground
axe and Blade etc.) and the absence of pottery, actually
associated with plain pottery. This site is significant to
open up a new horizon for the study of emergence of
pottery and the beginning of Jomon period.
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Based on' the' excavation result, we can' consider ther _
wide range of historical issues including the beginning
Jomon period. in the:Japanese Archlpelago the use of
pottery and arrowheads and-the_end of the. Paleolithic
period. It.is.a valuable to’ play a role in resolvmg these
CONtTOVersies. "« wu. =
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B Site Name /  PrfEmlIss Location
SEEF KRoiEHF  EEEm

Ofune Site  / Hakodate City

SEr B/ SEN S HEm

Kakinoshima Site ~ Hakodate City

B FOREREE S Tmm

Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles  Chitose City
B tEERE S PED

Kitakogane shell Midden ~ Date City

S B/AKNEN  F&E]

Washinoki Site / Mori Town

B AL - REBEER  TEEsHE
Irie/Takasago Shell Midden ~ Toyako Town
RIsEEs =AAWLER S BHm
Sannai-Maruyama Site ~ Aomori City

SEER NERERE S BAm

Komakino Site .~ Aomori City

B AHBLER ~ shEih
Omori-Katsuyama Site ~  Hirosaki City
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Choshichiyachi Shell Midden  Hachinohe City
s F)GHEHGES S )Pl

Korekawa Site  ~ Hachinohe City

S HNEHRE S Oh'Am

Tagoyano Shell Midden . Tsugaru City

i BoEOHEHGEN S ONYBm
Kamegaoka Site  Tsugaru City

SEEF  KFTENE S 54 oiRET
Odai-Yamamoto Site Sotogahama Town
Sy ZYHRBEER  tPE

Futatsumori Shell Midden .~ Shichinohe Town
S fEHPRERENE . —FH]

Goshono Site /  Ichinohe Town

Rl KZRIAE  EAETM

Oyu Stone Circles  ~ Kazuno City

S PRELEN  JLRHEm

Isedotai Site ~  Kitaakita City
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A cultural sphere composed of Hokkaido and the northern Tohoku
region is a treasure house of the Jomon archaeological sites, including the
Sannai-Maruyama Site, one of the largest settlements of the Jomon period
in japan. We, Hokkaido, Aomori, Iwate, Akita prefectures and related
municipalities evaluate these Jomon archaeological sites as the valuable
cultural heritages to be conserved for the future generations not only of
Japan, but of the world. The four prefectures are working together to
have these sited registered as \World Heritage sites.
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Jomon culture, which began in 13,000 BC and continued
for about 10,000 years, is a well- known prehistoric culture
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peculiar to the Japanese archipelago. It formed
a long-lasting, sustainable society by adapting
to the ecosystem which is uncommonly rich
in biodiversity and coexisting with nature.
Without implementing the full-scale
agriculture and pastoralism, Jomon
culture accomplished and continued
a sedentary and corporative society
for long periods based on hunting,
gathering and fishing as main
subsistence. Therefore, being /
different from neolithic cultures

rare prehistoric culture in the
world history.
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chronological Table of the Jomon Period and World History RSR 1SR
X/ Years H%%i‘%oﬁg/ FIRHKE  Primary events HFRDHFE ~ World primary events $BIOEIEE,/ Site Name
lBEssstt | AEEXENERISICEND HREANERT B
The Paleothic Microblade culture spread over the Japanese Archipelago Emergence Peking men
Period SR I—EREDEBIENND
#CTTRI The cave wall in Lascaux was painted
#13000% BE | LRPEHOEAAEY . TELED. ASHHR GATTTE
' - Incipient EE3) Odai-Yamamoto Site
e Pottery and arrowheads overe started.
$CTTHT Uses of Early sedentism and settlement emerged.
#19.000£ SROBB(CIED . BAANLRTS (@5 BT PR CIBEN S 3 OECHHRR
9.000B.C. 2 M | The warming in Climate proceeded and the sea level rose Rice Cultivation started in the area of the Chang Jiang Choshichiyachi Shell Midden
Initial (Jomon transgression) River @B/ Ei&EM (~%&H)
Jomon | BiRHHIRT B Kakinoshima Site
#oTCEI Shell midden emerged
#5.000£ P+ S8k DRI PEBEDEEY @itEERIR
g s Emergence of Cylindrical pottery Chinese civilization Kitakogane Shell Midden
i XYY = 7 HHDIEE " @=MRLLLEER (~ch)
4 Mesopotamia civilization Sannai-Maruyama Site
R omom DENESFEER (~PH)
g Early Tagoyano Shell Midden
s Jomon BZYHBIR (~0hH)
H Futatsumori Shell Midden
X ONT - BELEER (~1%H)
b2 Irie/Takasago Shell Midden
OB CERR (~EH)
#CTTHl / Korekawa Site
M3000% |\ o) o g | RBAIARRGEENRET S 7IEDESIy N DA
. s I} Middle Large settlements developed in eastern Japan King Khufu constructed a pyramid Ofune Site
& Temen « 2 ZTADIEE Y OEFTEHEH
#coThal : Indus civilization Goshono Site
g
#2000% | % BRIVENHIRT 5 NYLSCERNTES R/ A
000B.C. 5 Stone circles emerged Code of Hammurabi was made Washinoki Site
= BREFADRLIL ®\IEFEE
% H Yin dynasty started Komakino Site
o W9 — AR fPEE B
Jomon King Tutankhamen ascended to the throne Isedotai Site
DRSERRIIG
Oyu Stone Circles
OF U RAERERH
#CITRN Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
e T B 8 | BYEXENRAD BB O EEIEEH B
’ - Final Kamegaoka culture flourished Spring and Autumn Period in China Kamegaoka Site
omon | BT ED TR B OAZFHHLLES
Frayavtz1l] Rice planting was brought to northern Kyushu Omori-Katsuyama Site
#3004 Rk | ST BEMIRAS EOPE—
- The Yayoi Yoshinogari Site flourished Qin ruled in China
Period J0v &Y LR
Colosseum was constructed
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Our goal is to make Jomon Archaeological
Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku as
World Heritage Sites !
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The value of the “Jomon Archaeological Sites in
Hokkaido, Northern Tohoku, and other regions” has been
recognized, and on January 5th, 2009 the group of sites
was recorded on the World Heritage tentative list as a
World Heritage candidate.Moving forward,we will further
our efforts to achieve World Heritage registration.
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The whole shape represents Jomon pottery and the
shape of Hokkaido and northern Tohoku connected by a
spiral which symbolizes the power of Jomon.

It is painted in red-lacquered color, which can be seen
in pottery and lacquered objects of Jomon period. The
gradation of darker red represents the geographical
range of nominated properties.

You can see ‘Jomon' in Kanji character in Japanese at
the both sides of design, and ‘JOMON JAPAN' at the
base. JAPAN also means lacquer.
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Jomon archaeological sites in Hokkaido and northern Tohoku

R—L~R—  http://jomon-japan.jp
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Ofune Site
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2001 SLEMEE
71,832.03m
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HEMHABZEREMER  (TEL: 0138-25-51 13)

Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

71,832.03mt

This is a large settlement site of the Middle Jomon period, which
is located on the coast of the Pacific Ocean, Mounds and pits have
been discovered as well as more than 100 pit dwellings, which
are unique in their depth of two meters or more in some cases.
In addition to a huge quantity of pottery, Animal and botanical
remains, including chestnut, whales and fur seals have also been
unearthed. These artifacts are valuable to study the life and
subsistence in the Jomon period.

Cultural Properties Division, Hakodate Municipal Board of Education

(TEL: +81-13-825-5113)

@18/ EEHf

PEDLE

=S=1=]—

<

Kakinoshima Site
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(TEL : 0138-25-5113)

Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

92,749.00m

Kakinoshima site, located on a hill facing the Pacific Ocean, is a
settlement site from Initial to Late Jomon. It is a base settlement
revealing a long-term sedentary residence remarkably for almost
six thousand years. In addition, this site is valuable since a number
of artifacts and remains showing the spirituality of Jomon culture
were discovered. For instance, a huge mound over one hundred
meters in length, clay tablets with footprints and items associated
with abandonment ritual of pit dwelling were discovered.

Cultural Properties Division, Hakodate Municipal Board of Education
(TEL: +81-13-825-5113)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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49,441.00m
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Chitose City, Hokkaido
Designated as a historic site in 1979
49,441.00n

It is a group of communal cemeteries constructed in the late phase
of Late Jomon. Bodies were buried in grave pits arranged in the
inside section of circular earthworks. Eight circular earthworks
are visible on the surface in the registered area of historic site.
Diameter of the largest one is 75 meters, and its vertical interval
between the inside section and the embankment is 5 meters. It is
the one of the biggest monument in Jomon period.

Chitose Archaeological Operations Center

(TEL: +81-123-24-4210)
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Washinoki Site
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HUABZEERHEHBER  (TEL: 0137-42-2186)

Mori Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2006

82,856.87m

This site, located 1 km inland from the coast of Funka bay, is of
early phase of Late Jomon composed mainly of a stone circle
and a circular pit cemetery. A stone circle with diameter of 37m
and minor axis of 34m is the largest in Hokkaido, and is almost
circular. It is valuable to consider the mortuary practice, ritual and
exchange between Hokkaido and northern Tohoku.

Social Education Department, Mori Town Board of Education

(TEL: +81-13-742-2186)
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Kitakogane Shell Midden
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Date City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1987

87.539.88m

This is a settlement site of the early to middle Jomon period
(7.000-4,500 years ago). In addition to the five shell middens,
ritual grounds located on the water place, pit dwellings and
graves are discovered through excavations. This site is maintained

and opened to the public as a historic park where visitors can
experience Jomon culture. This park has an information center

where artifacts are displayed.
KitaKogane Shell Mound Information Center (TEL: +81-14-224-2122)
Date City Institute of Funkawan Culture (TEL: +81-14-221-5050)
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Irie/Takasago Shell Midden
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Toyako Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1988

65,485.90n1

This site is located on a hill over Funkawan Bay and comprises a
settlement with two shell middens from the early to final Jomon
periods. A large number of pit dwellings have been found in Irie
Shell midden, and 44 graves in total have been discovered in shell
midden. It can be presumed that the Jomon people regarded
these middens the sacred places as for burial of the deceased.
Social Education Department, Toyako Town Board of Education

(TEL: +81-14-274-3010)
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Sannai-Maruyama Site
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Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a special historic site in 2000

243,340.11m

This site comprises a large-scale settlement which lasted for a
long period of time from the Early to Middle Jomon. It has an
extremely high academic value in the comprehensive studies of
Jomon culture. This site represents the Jomon archaeological sites
of Japan, giving a great influence on the perception of the Jomon
period throughout the entire Japanese archipelago.

Cultural Properties Protection Division, Aomori Prefectural
Government TEL: +81-17-781-6078
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Omori-Katsuyama Site
BHREsLETH
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85,154.83m
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(TEL : 0172-82-1642)

Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a special historic site in 2012

85,154.83m

Omori-Katsuyama site is located at the northeastern foot of Mt.
Iwaki. This is one of the few stone circles dated to early phase of
Final Jomon (about 1,000 BC) in this site. Among the stone circles
of Final Jomon in Japan, this site is only one example on which
the whole picture was clarified. It is valuable site to consider the
ceremonial and burial practice in the Jomon period.

Cultural Assets Section, Hirosaki Municipal Board of Education

TEL: +81-17-282-1642
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Komakino Site
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BRMABEERLMERE  (TEL: 017-761-4796)

Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

87.632.61m

This site mainly comprises a large stone circle constructed in the
first half of the Late Jomon period, special because of the filling
of land and the unique arrangement of stones. It is valuable not
only for understanding the spiritual customs, social structure and
burial practices in those days, but also in the study of engineering
techniques used in such operations as land filling and the transport
and placing of numerous large stones.

Cultural Assets Section, Aomori City Board of Education

TEL: +81-17-761-4796
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Choshichiyachi Shell Midden
BRE/\Fh
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Hachinohe City, Aomori
Designated as a historic site in 1981
29,579.00m

The choshichiyachi shell midden is located at the tip of the right
bank of the Gonohe Gawa River, this site comprises a shell midden.
A shell midden in such an initial Jomon period is rarely seen in the
Tohoku region (the northeastern part of the mainland of Japan).
Bone and antler implements, such as fish hooks combined stem
and hook, and open socketed harpoon heads were unearthed.
These Implements shows the development of a fishing culture. It is
a valuable site for learning about the livelihood based on fishery as
well as the eating habits and natural environment in those days.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81-17-838-9511)
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Korekawa Site
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. Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture
Bl Designated as a historic site in 1957

Additional area designated in 2004
Additional area designated in 2013

Il 213.496.74m

The Korekawa site is located on the Niida Gawa river terrace, and represents
the Kamegaoka culture during the final Jomon period. This site consists
of the Nakai(final Jomon period), Ichioji(early-middle Jomon period) and
Hotta(the terminal stage of middle Jomon period) sites. Numerous wooden
artifacts painted with red lacquer, have been unearthed. It is a valuable site
in the study of Jomon society and the origin of the lacquer technique.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81-17-838-9511)
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Kamegaoka Site
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Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
38,887.99m

This is a representative site of the Final Jomon period located on
the left bank of the Iwaki River. It had been known since the Edo
period for the discovery numerous Jomon pottery. So the term
Kamegaoka Culture came from its place name which means "a hill
of pottery". It consists of three areas: Kameyama, Sawane and Omi-
nosawa. Group of graves, lacquerware, jade jewelry, and a large
snow goggle-eyed clay figure have been discovered from the site.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81-17-349-1194)
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Tagoyano Shell Midden
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[I Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
B Designated as a historic site in 1944
il 20.076.84ni

This is a settlement site located on the left bank of the Iwaki River
includes a shell midden of the Early Jomon period. Middens are
hardly to be found on the coast of Japan sea. Bone implements
made from large mammals such as whales and human bone were
discovered from this site. Numerous bracelets made of Benkeigai
(Giycymeris albolineatus) indicate the production of shell bracelets
at the site. This site is significant to study the environment,
subsistence and the production activities in Jomon period.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81-17-349-1194)
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Odai-Yamamoto Site
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[I Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture

m Designated as a historic site in 2013

il 20377.87m

This site is of the Inciplent Jomon period located on the left bank
of the Kanita River. Potshards and arrowheads were discovered
along with stones which bear the technique features of the
Paleolithic period. Radiocarbon dating of carbonized material
adhering to a potshard reveal that it is approximately 16,500 years
old, which is the oldest pottery in Japan excavated so far. This site
is important to study the environmental and cultural aspects of the
transition from the Paleolithic to Jomon period.

Social Education Department, Sotogahama Town Municipal Board
of Education (TEL: +81-17-431-1233)
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Futatsumori Shell Midden
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Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1998
35,551.00m

This site is a settlement with a large shell midden from the Early to
the Middle Jomon period. It is located on the west bank of Lake
Ogawara in the northeastern region of Japan on the Pacific coast,
Two shell midden were constructed: the east and the west area.
Pit dwellings, storage holes, and graves were also arranged around
them. Because it is one of the largest middens in the Tohoku
region of Initial Jomon, it is valuable to study the environment,
subsistence, and structure of the settlement at that period.

World Heritage Management Office, Shichinohe Town Municipal
Board of Education (TEL: +81-17-662-9702)
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Oyu Stone Circles

MEREA™T
19565 $5RISHMERE
243,833.60m

KENSERDAZ)NERE T T 2% EARIF DA IRIRIR
BRIAZTHETDEMCT, HELSHFPED 2 DDR
RIBIEERASME EBH Y 200FL EIChfe > TiE
DilToNcEZEZSNTVNE T, B ADBELZIR
DIEEL “EEEJTT“EZ

BATMHERERIEEFER

(TEL : 0186-30-0294)

Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 1956
243,833.60n

This is a large monument of the first half of the Late Jomon period.
It is located on the left bank of the Oyu River, which is a tributary
of the Yoneshiro River. It is a representative site of Japan to
have two stone circles with a diameter of more than 45 meters.
Archaeologists estimate that they had been constructed for more
than 200 years. It is a significant monument to consider the ritual
practice of the Jomon people.

Lifelong Learning Department, Kazuno City Municipal Board of Education

(TEL: +81-18-630-0294)
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Ichinohe Town, Iwate Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1993

75,842.00n

This is a large-scale settlement of the second half of the Middle
Jomon period located on the east bank of the Mabechi River. The
settlement was constructed around the cemetary associated stone
arrangements. Pit dwellings are densely packed in the eastern and
western parts of the settlement, some of which have soil roofs.
This site is important to provide us the specific evidences on the
structure of the settlement and the pit houses in the Jomon period.

The Office for the Promotion of World Heritage Site Registration,
Ichinohe Town Municipal Board of Education
(TEL : +81-19-532-2652)
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Kita Akita City, Akita Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2001

156,066.85n

This large monument, located on the left bank of the Yoneshiro
River, was Built during the first half of the late Jomon Period.

The site is composed of four stone circles each with a diameter of
more than 30 meters,making it the largest discovered ritual site.
This site continues to play an important role in the study of Jomon
Period Ritual practices.

Lifetime Learning Department, Kita-Akita City Board of Education
(TEL : +81-18-662-6618)



AFEWTTERD SHE Ufc LR PasER e, 9y
EEIARLLSD S EEREE] CBVWTRETBZIENTER
3_0

You can inspect the potshards and stone implements
excavated from the Odai-Yamamoto Site at the
Sotogahama Oyama Furusato Museum.

F A 2= A~ Visitor Information
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Open hours 9 am - 4 pm
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Closed on Monday (If it falls on a holiday, closed on the following
day) and the New Year holidays
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Admission Free of charge

£ P SRERREEN 7 ENFERATRIL34-3

Address 34-3 Aza-Kanita-Odaisawabe, Sotogahammachi, Higashi-
Tsugaru-gun, Aomori Prefecture

TEL-FAX +81-17-422-2577



