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This leaflet introduces Jomon Archaeological Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku.
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JEREMHEZRES
B SOE AT HFIEE S RHEEATS

% a SIZ Kita-Akita City Board of Education
n The Headquarters for the Promotion of the World

JOMON JAPAN  Heritage Inscription of Jomon Archaeological Sites



BEBIFDOBIZE, summary of Site

= B H M

<

PREMEIA

MERIERKET

(REHEEDIER! - EEEF

2001 5 SEHMERE

REEEDHEA

156,066.85m

BB

KANPRE D EREICIIH T 2 & BRI DB C
9, BE 30 M EORRINGZEHET DR
BRIGEIEDH T, 4 DBIRRINGHNEF T ZD(EF
BICHING D F B A, BXERDOIFD EFDU%Z
ERD L TCERREINCT,

FLWEhEx

EEHMAEREREEFER

TEL: 0186-62-6618

Location
Kita Akita City, Akita Prefecture

Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a historic site in 2001

Area designated for protection
156,066.85 m

About the site

This large monument, located on the left bank of the
Yoneshiro River, was Built during the first half of the
late Jomon Period.
The site is composed of four stone circles each with a
diameter of more than 30 meters,making it the largest
discovered ritual site.
This site continues to play an important role in the
study of Jomon Period Ritual practices.
For inquiries
Lifetime Learning Department, Kita-Akita City Board of
Education

TEL : +81-18-662-6618
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The Isedotai Site.located in the Isedotai district of Kita-
Akita is mainly comprised of stone circles from the first
half of the late Jomon period (approx.4,000 years ago).
To date, study of stone arrangements,pillar-supported
buildings, burial pits, post holes and remnants of ditches.

Prior to the construction of a highway leading to the
Odate-Noshiro Airport, revealing Stone Circle A, with a
diameter of 32 meters, and Stone Circle B,which is not
a complete circle but a set of stones placed in an arch.
A hand-boring survey south of stone circle A unearthed
Stone Circle C. The discovery of the three stone circles
caused local residents and people of the prefecture
to request the preservation of the site. Their support
stopped construction of the high way in December 1996.
This led to a governmental decision to preserve the site
by constructing a bypass.
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The survey made clear the dimensions and other
details of the stone circles. In January 29, 2001, Isedotai
was designated as a national historic site as of for its
significance in the study of the Jomon culture and social
structure.

So far 25 types of stone have confirmed as components,
including landsite, porphyrite, rhyolite and tuff. The
stone were transported from local rivers such as the
Yoneshiro and Osarube. The furthest source being more
that five kilometers away. The survey also revealed
traces of construction work in which people built up an
embankment before arranging the stones on it.

The site covers an area of 200,000 square meters with
the stone circles concentrated in the northwest. The
remains of a ditch stretching over 100 meters were found
in the eastern portion of the site. It undoubtedly required
an exorbitant amount of labor to build such large scale
structures as the ditch and the stone circles in times
when there was no iron implements.
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Situated below the stone circles were burial pits where
the deceased were buried. Objects used for worship
and celebration have also been excavated there in large
numbers.

A complete clay tablet carrying a human figure has also
been unearthed from a burial pit below Stone Circle B,
while more than 200 incomplete clay figures have been
unearthed from the Isedotai Site. Clay figures might have
been intentionally broken in prayer.
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Ofune Site  / Hakodate City
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Kakinoshima Site ~ Hakodate City
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles  Chitose City
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Kitakogane shell Midden ~ Date City
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Washinoki Site / Mori Town
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Irie/Takasago Shell Midden ~ Toyako Town
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Sannai-Maruyama Site ~ Aomori City
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Komakino Site .~ Aomori City
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Omori-Katsuyama Site ~  Hirosaki City

SBiF Rt@BBEER  /\Pmh

Choshichiyachi Shell Midden  Hachinohe City
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Korekawa Site  ~ Hachinohe City
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Tagoyano Shell Midden . Tsugaru City

i BoEOHEHGEN S ONYBm
Kamegaoka Site  Tsugaru City
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Odai-Yamamoto Site Sotogahama Town
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Futatsumori Shell Midden .~ Shichinohe Town
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Goshono Site /  Ichinohe Town
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Oyu Stone Circles  ~ Kazuno City
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Isedotai Site ~  Kitaakita City
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A cultural sphere composed of Hokkaido and the northern Tohoku
region is a treasure house of the Jomon archaeological sites, including the
Sannai-Maruyama Site, one of the largest settlements of the Jomon period
in japan. We, Hokkaido, Aomori, Iwate, Akita prefectures and related
municipalities evaluate these Jomon archaeological sites as the valuable
cultural heritages to be conserved for the future generations not only of
Japan, but of the world. The four prefectures are working together to
have these sited registered as \World Heritage sites.
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Jomon culture, which began in 13,000 BC and continued
for about 10,000 years, is a well- known prehistoric culture
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peculiar to the Japanese archipelago. It formed
a long-lasting, sustainable society by adapting
to the ecosystem which is uncommonly rich
in biodiversity and coexisting with nature.
Without implementing the full-scale
agriculture and pastoralism, Jomon
culture accomplished and continued
a sedentary and corporative society
for long periods based on hunting,
gathering and fishing as main
subsistence. Therefore, being /
different from neolithic cultures

rare prehistoric culture in the
world history.
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#19.000£ SROBB(CIED . BAANLRTS (@5 BT PR CIBEN S 3 OECHHRR
9.000B.C. 2 M | The warming in Climate proceeded and the sea level rose Rice Cultivation started in the area of the Chang Jiang Choshichiyachi Shell Midden
Initial (Jomon transgression) River @B/ Ei&EM (~%&H)
Jomon | BiRHHIRT B Kakinoshima Site
#oTCEI Shell midden emerged
#5.000£ P+ S8k DRI PEBEDEEY @itEERIR
g s Emergence of Cylindrical pottery Chinese civilization Kitakogane Shell Midden
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g Early Tagoyano Shell Midden
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H Futatsumori Shell Midden
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000B.C. 5 Stone circles emerged Code of Hammurabi was made Washinoki Site
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DRSERRIIG
Oyu Stone Circles
OF U RAERERH
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#3004 Rk | ST BEMIRAS EOPE—
- The Yayoi Yoshinogari Site flourished Qin ruled in China
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Colosseum was constructed
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Our goal is to make Jomon Archaeological
Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku as
World Heritage Sites !
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The value of the “Jomon Archaeological Sites in
Hokkaido, Northern Tohoku, and other regions” has been
recognized, and on January 5th, 2009 the group of sites
was recorded on the World Heritage tentative list as a
World Heritage candidate.Moving forward,we will further
our efforts to achieve World Heritage registration.
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The whole shape represents Jomon pottery and the
shape of Hokkaido and northern Tohoku connected by a
spiral which symbolizes the power of Jomon.

It is painted in red-lacquered color, which can be seen
in pottery and lacquered objects of Jomon period. The
gradation of darker red represents the geographical
range of nominated properties.

You can see ‘Jomon' in Kanji character in Japanese at
the both sides of design, and ‘JOMON JAPAN' at the
base. JAPAN also means lacquer.
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Jomon archaeological sites in Hokkaido and northern Tohoku

R—L~R—  http://jomon-japan.jp
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Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

71,832.03mt

This is a large settlement site of the Middle Jomon period, which
is located on the coast of the Pacific Ocean, Mounds and pits have
been discovered as well as more than 100 pit dwellings, which
are unique in their depth of two meters or more in some cases.
In addition to a huge quantity of pottery, Animal and botanical
remains, including chestnut, whales and fur seals have also been
unearthed. These artifacts are valuable to study the life and
subsistence in the Jomon period.

Cultural Properties Division, Hakodate Municipal Board of Education

(TEL: +81-13-825-5113)
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Kakinoshima Site

b EBEEET
20114 SEEMEE
92,749.00m
KEZEICAULESICMUET 2FRN SRHDEZEDN
TY, 16 TEBDRICOIESEEMZIEE NI s
EEXTHDEEDIC 100MZEBR 2 AIRERERTEEZ
FUs. BIZERDERTHCEYDREEELICHDIEE
RE. HEFOBHEERTEBCEYHNHZIEDON.
BEREI T,
HEEMHBEZEARULR

(TEL : 0138-25-5113)

Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

92,749.00m

Kakinoshima site, located on a hill facing the Pacific Ocean, is a
settlement site from Initial to Late Jomon. It is a base settlement
revealing a long-term sedentary residence remarkably for almost
six thousand years. In addition, this site is valuable since a number
of artifacts and remains showing the spirituality of Jomon culture
were discovered. For instance, a huge mound over one hundred
meters in length, clay tablets with footprints and items associated
with abandonment ritual of pit dwelling were discovered.

Cultural Properties Division, Hakodate Municipal Board of Education
(TEL: +81-13-825-5113)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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Chitose City, Hokkaido
Designated as a historic site in 1979
49,441.00n

It is a group of communal cemeteries constructed in the late phase
of Late Jomon. Bodies were buried in grave pits arranged in the
inside section of circular earthworks. Eight circular earthworks
are visible on the surface in the registered area of historic site.
Diameter of the largest one is 75 meters, and its vertical interval
between the inside section and the embankment is 5 meters. It is
the one of the biggest monument in Jomon period.

Chitose Archaeological Operations Center

(TEL: +81-123-24-4210)
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Mori Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2006

82,856.87m

This site, located 1 km inland from the coast of Funka bay, is of
early phase of Late Jomon composed mainly of a stone circle
and a circular pit cemetery. A stone circle with diameter of 37m
and minor axis of 34m is the largest in Hokkaido, and is almost
circular. It is valuable to consider the mortuary practice, ritual and
exchange between Hokkaido and northern Tohoku.

Social Education Department, Mori Town Board of Education

(TEL: +81-13-742-2186)
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Kitakogane Shell Midden
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Date City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1987

87.539.88m

This is a settlement site of the early to middle Jomon period
(7.000-4,500 years ago). In addition to the five shell middens,
ritual grounds located on the water place, pit dwellings and
graves are discovered through excavations. This site is maintained

and opened to the public as a historic park where visitors can
experience Jomon culture. This park has an information center

where artifacts are displayed.
KitaKogane Shell Mound Information Center (TEL: +81-14-224-2122)
Date City Institute of Funkawan Culture (TEL: +81-14-221-5050)
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Irie/Takasago Shell Midden
It EE R
1988 SEHMERE
65,485.90m
BANEZROEEICHY . BN SERIC D < SNIEBR
EHOSEZINTI, NIERTEIBRNEVPLHE LR
DHOTVET, BENDSIF SH44BEDENERBINTH
. B AN BRZEZADRRRSE L THRLTY
IEZEZSIHPVHID T ENTEFT,
AEBIHERZESHRAAR (TEL: 0142-74-3010)

Toyako Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1988

65,485.90n1

This site is located on a hill over Funkawan Bay and comprises a
settlement with two shell middens from the early to final Jomon
periods. A large number of pit dwellings have been found in Irie
Shell midden, and 44 graves in total have been discovered in shell
midden. It can be presumed that the Jomon people regarded
these middens the sacred places as for burial of the deceased.
Social Education Department, Toyako Town Board of Education

(TEL: +81-14-274-3010)
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Sannai-Maruyama Site
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Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a special historic site in 2000

243,340.11m

This site comprises a large-scale settlement which lasted for a
long period of time from the Early to Middle Jomon. It has an
extremely high academic value in the comprehensive studies of
Jomon culture. This site represents the Jomon archaeological sites
of Japan, giving a great influence on the perception of the Jomon
period throughout the entire Japanese archipelago.

Cultural Properties Protection Division, Aomori Prefectural
Government TEL: +81-17-781-6078
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Omori-Katsuyama Site
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Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a special historic site in 2012

85,154.83m

Omori-Katsuyama site is located at the northeastern foot of Mt.
Iwaki. This is one of the few stone circles dated to early phase of
Final Jomon (about 1,000 BC) in this site. Among the stone circles
of Final Jomon in Japan, this site is only one example on which
the whole picture was clarified. It is valuable site to consider the
ceremonial and burial practice in the Jomon period.

Cultural Assets Section, Hirosaki Municipal Board of Education

TEL: +81-17-282-1642
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Komakino Site
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Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

87.632.61m

This site mainly comprises a large stone circle constructed in the
first half of the Late Jomon period, special because of the filling
of land and the unique arrangement of stones. It is valuable not
only for understanding the spiritual customs, social structure and
burial practices in those days, but also in the study of engineering
techniques used in such operations as land filling and the transport
and placing of numerous large stones.

Cultural Assets Section, Aomori City Board of Education

TEL: +81-17-761-4796
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Choshichiyachi Shell Midden
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Hachinohe City, Aomori
Designated as a historic site in 1981
29,579.00m

The choshichiyachi shell midden is located at the tip of the right
bank of the Gonohe Gawa River, this site comprises a shell midden.
A shell midden in such an initial Jomon period is rarely seen in the
Tohoku region (the northeastern part of the mainland of Japan).
Bone and antler implements, such as fish hooks combined stem
and hook, and open socketed harpoon heads were unearthed.
These Implements shows the development of a fishing culture. It is
a valuable site for learning about the livelihood based on fishery as
well as the eating habits and natural environment in those days.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81-17-838-9511)
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. Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture
Bl Designated as a historic site in 1957

Additional area designated in 2004
Additional area designated in 2013

Il 213.496.74m

The Korekawa site is located on the Niida Gawa river terrace, and represents
the Kamegaoka culture during the final Jomon period. This site consists
of the Nakai(final Jomon period), Ichioji(early-middle Jomon period) and
Hotta(the terminal stage of middle Jomon period) sites. Numerous wooden
artifacts painted with red lacquer, have been unearthed. It is a valuable site
in the study of Jomon society and the origin of the lacquer technique.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81-17-838-9511)
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Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
38,887.99m

This is a representative site of the Final Jomon period located on
the left bank of the Iwaki River. It had been known since the Edo
period for the discovery numerous Jomon pottery. So the term
Kamegaoka Culture came from its place name which means "a hill
of pottery". It consists of three areas: Kameyama, Sawane and Omi-
nosawa. Group of graves, lacquerware, jade jewelry, and a large
snow goggle-eyed clay figure have been discovered from the site.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81-17-349-1194)
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Tagoyano Shell Midden
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[I Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
B Designated as a historic site in 1944
il 20.076.84ni

This is a settlement site located on the left bank of the Iwaki River
includes a shell midden of the Early Jomon period. Middens are
hardly to be found on the coast of Japan sea. Bone implements
made from large mammals such as whales and human bone were
discovered from this site. Numerous bracelets made of Benkeigai
(Giycymeris albolineatus) indicate the production of shell bracelets
at the site. This site is significant to study the environment,
subsistence and the production activities in Jomon period.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81-17-349-1194)
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Odai-Yamamoto Site
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[I Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture

m Designated as a historic site in 2013

il 20377.87m

This site is of the Inciplent Jomon period located on the left bank
of the Kanita River. Potshards and arrowheads were discovered
along with stones which bear the technique features of the
Paleolithic period. Radiocarbon dating of carbonized material
adhering to a potshard reveal that it is approximately 16,500 years
old, which is the oldest pottery in Japan excavated so far. This site
is important to study the environmental and cultural aspects of the
transition from the Paleolithic to Jomon period.

Social Education Department, Sotogahama Town Municipal Board
of Education (TEL: +81-17-431-1233)
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Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture

B Designated as a historic site in 1998

Bl 35.551.00n

This site is a settlement with a large shell midden from the Early to
the Middle Jomon period. It is located on the west bank of Lake
Ogawara in the northeastern region of Japan on the Pacific coast,
Two shell midden were constructed: the east and the west area.
Pit dwellings, storage holes, and graves were also arranged around
them. Because it is one of the largest middens in the Tohoku
region of Initial Jomon, it is valuable to study the environment,
subsistence, and structure of the settlement at that period.

World Heritage Management Office, Shichinohe Town Municipal
Board of Education (TEL: +81-17-662-9702)

DB EREIE

Oyu Stone Circles
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Bl Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
m Designated as a special historic site in 1956
il 243.833.60n
This is a large monument of the first half of the Late Jomon period.

It is located on the left bank of the Oyu River, which is a tributary
of the Yoneshiro River. It is a representative site of Japan to
have two stone circles with a diameter of more than 45 meters.
Archaeologists estimate that they had been constructed for more
than 200 years. It is a significant monument to consider the ritual
practice of the Jomon people.

Lifelong Learning Department, Kazuno City Municipal Board of Education

(TEL: +81-18-630-0294)
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Ichinohe Town, Iwate Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1993

75,842.00n

This is a large-scale settlement of the second half of the Middle
Jomon period located on the east bank of the Mabechi River. The
settlement was constructed around the cemetary associated stone
arrangements. Pit dwellings are densely packed in the eastern and
western parts of the settlement, some of which have soil roofs.
This site is important to provide us the specific evidences on the
structure of the settlement and the pit houses in the Jomon period.

The Office for the Promotion of World Heritage Site Registration,
Ichinohe Town Municipal Board of Education
(TEL : +81-19-532-2652)
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B «ita Akita City, Akita Prefecture

m Designated as a historic site in 2001

Il 156.066.85ni

This large monument, located on the left bank of the

Yoneshiro River, was Built during the first half of the late
Jomon Period.
The site is composed of four stone circles each with a
diameter of more than 30 meters,making it the largest
discovered ritual site.
This site continues to play an important role in the study
of Jomon Period Ritual practices.

Lifetime Learning Department, Kita-Akita City Board of Education
(TEL : +81-18-662-6618)
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Ogata Station
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Odate-Noshiro Airpar

O3ZEEEA~ Access Information
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A 5-minute walk from Ogata Station on the Akita Inland Railway

JREGPIAIRE / BERKWET 155
A 15-minute drive from Takanosu Station on the JR O’ u Line.
KEERERZEELWETL S

A 5-minute drive from Odate-Noshiro Airport

OFIAEAEBEWNSH 5L, Visitor Information and Inquiries

BME =8/ 5/1~10/30
Open for viewing May 1-October 30

W= Z 6 - AM9:00~ PM4:00
Open hours 9 am - 4 pm

BEFER]  Free admission

OiEFDULT,/ About the site

EENHERESEEFBHF
T018-3312 JrRKHMEEBT 15— 1
TEL 0186 (62) 6618 / FAX0186 (62) 1669

Culture Division, Lifetime Learning Department,

Kita-Akita City Board of Education

15-1 Hanazonocho, Kita-Akita City, Akita Prefecture 018-3312
TEL +81-18-662-6618 / FAX +81-18-662-1669



