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Jomon Archaeological Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku.
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Stone circles seen from the sky (top) and a closer look (bottom)
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TEL: 0186-62-6618

Location
Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Prefecture

Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a historic site in 2001

Area designated for protection
156,066.85 m

About the site

This site dating back to ca. 2,000-1,700 BC contains
4 large stone circles, each of which exceeds 30m in
diameter. They are considered to be ritual sites. There
are no other places where as many as 4 stone circles
have been found in one location. It is an important site
that provides clues to spiritual and ceremonial practices
during the Jomon period.
For inquiries
Lifelong Learning Department, Kitaakita City Board of
Education

TEL : +81 186 62 6618
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The /sedota/ Site, located in Kitaakita City is mainly
comprised of stone circles from the first half of the Late
Jomon period (approx. 4,000 years ago). To date, study
of stone arrangements,pillar-supported buildings, burial
pits, post holes and remnants of ditches.

Prior to the construction of a highway leading to the
Odate-Noshiro Airport, revealing Stone Circle A, with a
diameter of 32 meters, and Stone Circle B, which is not
a complete circle but a set of stones placed in an arch.
A hand-boring survey south of Stone Circle A unearthed
Stone Circle C. The discovery of the three stone circles
caused local residents and people of the prefecture
to request the preservation of the site. Their support
stopped construction of the highway in December 1996.
This led to the governmental decision to preserve the site
by constructing a bypass.
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The survey made clear the dimensions and other details
of the stone circles. In January 29, 2001, /sedota/
was designated as a national historic site as of for its
significance in the study of the Jomon culture and social
structure.

So far 25 types of stone have confirmed as components,
including landsite, porphyrite, rhyolite and tuff. The
stone were transported from local rivers such as the
Yoneshiro and Osarube. The furthest source being more
that five kilometers away. The survey also revealed
traces of construction work in which people built up an
embankment before arranging the stones on it.

The site covers an area of 200,000 square meters with
the stone circles concentrated in the northwest. The
remains of a ditch stretching over 100 meters were found
in the eastern portion of the site. It undoubtedly required
an exorbitant amount of labor to build such large scale
structures as the ditch and the stone circles in times
when there was no iron implements.

BRFIEC / Stone Circle

YV UDEER

BRSO RER(IC GBS EEZE U cThed ). ) »
XYUDEEDHZLHELTWET,

RIS B DEIEN S IFFRRIBREICEIT CEDMIRT
BT UFE Ue, TBIE200 L EH DD > TVETH
FEAEREAFTY, TBEFISHDENZEZH TEESIN
feEBHEZSNTVETD,

Situated below the stone circles were burial pits where
the deceased were buried. Objects used for worship
and celebration have also been excavated there in large
numbers.

A complete clay tablet carrying a human figure has also
been unearthed from a burial pit below Stone Circle B,
while more than 200 incomplete clay figures have been
unearthed from the Isedotai Site. Clay figures might have
been intentionally broken in prayer.
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There is a museum close to the archaeological site, where
the results of archaeological excavations are explained and
unearthed artifacts are on display. This facility is the base
for preservation and utilization of the archaeological site.
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The volunteers' group, /sedotai /seki Working Group,
has been actively working since 1997 to help visitors
as voluntary guides. They have also started the junior
volunteer program to involve younger generations.
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In the spring, salmon fly are released into the Yuguruma
River running to the east of the archaeological site. It is
thought that Jomon people caught and ate salmon as an
important food source.

In the autumn, the Jomon Festival is held. People make
clay figurines, sing songs, and dance as Jomon people
probably did around the stone circles.

The archaeological site is for people today to enjoy, as
people in the Jomon period probably gathered around the
stone circles for festivals or ceremonies.

LR ED W~ Making clay figurines (at Jomon festival)



HWREESFZHST [dmE - LRI SOENE]

Working Together for World Heritage Listing of the Jomon Archaeological Sites
@HELEE Component Parts k in Hokkaiao and Northern Tohoku
BIEEE Associated Sites . S

s0®%C00cccccccscccco, EP Site Name / FRreEMBETA Location / &% Dating
o gﬁ sy F ARSEN S BEEETh Approx. 3,500-2,000 BC
JomE prere Ofune Site / Hakodate City
e (3 S 1B/ SEH  BEEf Approx. 7,000-1,000 BC
Kakinoshima Site / Hakodate City

BEF FORERER S TR Approx. 1,200 BC
Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles / Chitose City
SEF EEERE  (FEh Approx. 5,000-3,500 BC
Kitakogane Shell Midden / Date City
$BEF AT - SRR (WIBE) / JRERHET Approx. 1,800 BC
/rie Shell Midden / Toyako Town
BEF AL - SRR (SPEE) / JRERHET Approx. 1,000 BC
Takasago Shell Midden  Toyako Town
YFRISEEE =AFULLLER ~ FFRT Approx. 3,900-2,200 BC
Sannai-Maruyama Site / Aomori City
SEEF ERERNN S BHT Approx. 2,000 BC
Komakino Site / Aomori City
SEIR RFHFBSLUERS  ShETTH Approx. 1,000 BC
Omori-Katsuyama Site / Hirosaki City
i 2)G2EEHEEN  J\F  Approx. 1,000-300 BC
Korekawa Site / Hachinohe City
S EINEEFER S DB Approx. 4,000-2,000 BC
7Tagoyano Shell Midden / Tsugaru City
S B4 ERIFEN  DH'BH Approx. 1,000-300 BC
Kamegaoka Site / Tsugaru City
SEEF KFLTEN 544 AEET Approx. 13,000 BC
Odal-Yamamoto Site / Sotogahama Town
$EF W EHBR S EEE Approx. 3,500-2,000 BC
Futatsumori Shell Midden  Shichinohe Town
SiF  fEIFRERERS S —FHT Approx. 2,500-2,000 BC
Goshono Site / Ichinohe Town
15RISEEF RSEIRIRIIG  BEAM Approx. 2,000-1,500 BC
Oyu Stone Circles / Kazuno City
SBEF PEESEN  JLRKEM Approx. 2,000-1,700 BC
/sedotar Site / Kitaakita City
SiF B/ AEN BhEEE)  FHE]  Approx. 2,000 BC
Washinoki Site / Mori Town

B REOBAK hEEE) /J\F Approx. 6,000 BC
P e , Choshichiyachi Shell Midden  Hachinohe City
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UElF. BREABDHEHEL. 1 AEMUEDBDRE(CDIEST Jormon culture (from 13,000 BC to 300 BC) is an exceptional prehistoric
ERNHERE ERBERELXETH Y, [H0EE - LRI DEGE culture of Japan, characterized by the earliest pottery-making and
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HEMHERESHFHEESFHER (TEL: 0138-21-3563)

Ofune-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

71,832.03m

This is a large settlement site dating back to 3,500-2,000 BC,
which is located on the seacoast facing the Pacific Ocean. More
than 100 pit dwelling sites, human-made mounds, and pits have
been discovered, including distinctively large pit dwelling sites
deeper than 2m. In addition to a huge quantity of pottery, animal
and botanical remains, including those of the chestnut and the
bones of whales and fur seals have also been unearthed. They
provide important clues to the life and livelihood in the Jomon
period.

World Heritage Registration Promotion Office, Hakodate City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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(TEL : 0123-24- 4210)

Chuo, Chitose City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1979

49,441.00m

It is a group of communal graves constructed in the latter half
of the Late Jomon period. The ground was dug in a circle and a
circular earthwork was built around it. Grave pits were placed in
the circle for burial of the bodies of the deceased. There are 8
burial circes in the area designated as a historic site. The diameter
of the largest one is 75 m and the height of the embankment is 5 m.
It is one of the biggest monuments in the Jormon period.

Chitose Archaeological Operations Center

(TEL: +81 123 24 4210)
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Kakinoshima Site
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Usujiri-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

92,749.00nt

This settlment site located on a hill facing the Pacific Ocean
dates back to 7,000-1,000 BC. It is exceptional evidence of as
long as 6,000 years of sedentary life of the Jomon people there.
In addition to the large earth mounds exceeding 190 m in total
length, special archaeologial remains and artifacts associated with
spiritual life at the time have been discovered in large numbers,
including footprint clay plates and ritual tools.

World Heritage Registration Promotion Office, Hakodate City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)

@IrEETRR

TP h

EE@E

!

SEIEI=

<

Kitakogane Shell Midden
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Kitakogane-cho, Date City, Hokkaido
Designated as a historic site in 1987
143,594.02mi

This is a settlement site of the Early Jomon period (5,000-3,500
BC). In addition to five shell middens, ritual grounds located on
a watering place, pit dwelling sites and graves were discovered
through excavations. This site is open to the public as a historic
park where visitors can experience Jomon culture. There is an
information center where artifacts are displayed.

Kita-Kogane Shell Mound Information Center (TEL: +81 142 24 2122)
Date City Board of Education (TEL: +81 142 23 3331)
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Irie, Toyako Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1988

Extended in 2002

Extended in 2011

65,485.90m

This site is located on a hill looking over Funkawan Bay and
comprises a settlement with two shell middens from the Early to
Final Jomon periods. A large number of pit dwelling sites have
been found at the /e shell midden with 44 graves in total inside
the shell middens indicating that the Jomon people regarded these
middens as sacred places for burial of the deceased.

Social Education Department, Toyako Town Board of Education
(TEL: +81 142 74 3010)
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Nozawa, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

87.632.61m

This site dating back to 2,000 BC comprises large stone circles
that are distinctive in the way that the land was leveled and stones
were arranged. It is an important site that provides clues not only
to the spirituality, social structure, and burial customs at the time,
but also to civil engineering techniques such as land leveling and
transportation and placement of many large stones.

Jomon no Manabiya Komakino Kan
(TEL: +81 17 757 8665)
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(TEL : 017-781-6078)

Sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

[I] Designated as a special historic site in 2000
Extended in 2014

251,793.70m

This site comprises a large-scale settlement which lasted for a long
period of time from the Early to Middle Jomon periods. It has an
extremely high academic value for the comprehensive studies of
Jomon culture. This is a most representative Jormon archaeological
site, having exerted great influence on the understanding of the
Jomon period throughout the Japanese archipelago.

Cultural Properties Protection Division, Aomori Prefectural
Education Bureau (TEL: +81 17 781 6078)
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Omori-Katsuyama Site
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Omori, Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 2012
85,154.83mi

The Omori-Katsuyama site is located at the northeastern foot of
Mt. Iwaki. This is one of the few stone circles that date back to the
first half of the Final Jomon period (about 1,000 BC). Among the
stone circles of Final Jomon in Japan, this is the only example of
which the whole picture has been clarified. It is a valuable site for
studying the ceremonial and burial practices in the Jomon period.

Cultural Properties Section, Hirosaki City Board of Education
(TEL: +81 172 82 1642)
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Korekawa Site
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Korekawa, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1957

Extended in 2004

Extended in 2013

Extended in 2016

219,008.95m

The Korekawa site is located on the Niida River terrace and
represents the Kamegaoka culture during the Final Jomon period.
Numerous wooden artifacts painted with red lacquer have been
unearthed. It is a valuable site for studying Jomon society and the
origin of lacquer technique.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Karmegaoka Site
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Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
38,887.99m

This is a representative site of the Final Jomon period located
on the left bank of the Iwaki River. It has been known since the
Edo period (1600-1868) for the discovery of large amounts of
Jomon pottery. So the term Kamegaoka culture comes from this
place which literally means "a hill of pottery". A group of graves,
lacquerware, jade, and a large snow goggle-eyed clay figurine have
been discovered at this site.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)

—

ORI EHER

S

<]

=E =

<]

Tagoyano Shell Midden
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Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1944
Extended in 2017
62,993.62m

This is a settlement site located on the left bank of the Iwaki River
that includes a shell midden of the Early Jomon period, one of the
rarely-found shell middens on the coast of the Japan Sea. Bone
implements made from large mammals such as whales and human
bones were discovered from this site. Numerous bracelets made of
Glycymeris albolineatus evidence the production of shell bracelets
at’ the site. This site is important for studying the environment,
livelihood and production in the Jomon period.

Department of Social Education and Culture, Tsugaru City Board of
Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Odal-Yamamoto Site
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Kanita, Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2013

Extended in 2015

20,860.92m

This site from the Incipient Jormon period is located on the left bank

of the Kanita River. Potshards and arrowheads have been discovered

along with stones showing technical features of the Paleolithic era.

Radiocarbon dating of carbonized material adhering to a potshard

reveals that it is approximately 15,000 years old, which is the oldest
ottery in Japan, and probably anywhere else. This site is important
or studying the environmental and cultural aspects of the transition

from the Paleolithic era to the Jomon period.

Social Education Department, Sotogahama Town Board of Education

(TEL:+81 174 31 1233)
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[I] Kaizukaienomae, Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture

|II] Designated as a historic site in 1998
Extended in 2015

117,910.10m

This site is a settlement with large shell middens from the Early
to Middle Jomon periods. It is located on the west shore of Lake
Ogawara in the northeastern region of Japan on the Pacific coast.
Two shell middens were built in the eastern and westarn areas of the
site. Pit dwellings, storage pits, and graves were also arranged around
them. With shell middens ranking among the largest in the Tohoku
region that date from the same period, it is valuable for studying the
environment, livelihood, and structure of the settlement at the time.

World Heritage Management Office, Shichinohe Town Board of
Education (TEL: +81 176 58 5530)
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Oyu Stone Circles
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(TEL: 0186-37-3822)

Towada, Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 1956
250,060.60n

This site contains a large monument of the first half of the Late
Jomon period. It is located on the left bank of the Oyu River,
which is a tributary of the Yoneshiro River. It is characterized by
a pair of stone circles with a diameter of more than 40 m each.
Archaeologists estimate that their construction took more than
200 vyears. It is a significant monument that provides clues to the
spirituality of the Jormon people.

Oyu Stone Circle Center, Kazuno City Board of Education

(TEL: +81 186 37 3822)
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Goshono Site
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—FHHEZEXFREESRHEE (TEL : 0195-32-2652)
Iwadate, Ichinohe Town, Iwate Prefecture
|II] Designated as a historic site in 1993
Extended in 2006
Extended in 2014
77.801.47ni
This is a large-scale settlement of the second half of the Middle

Jomon period located on the east bank of the Mabechi River.
The settlement was constructed around a cemetery at the
center accompanied by stone arrangements. Pit dwellings were
concentrated in the eastern and western parts of the settlement,
some of which had soil-made roofs. This site is important for
understanding the layout of settlements and the structure of pit
dwellings during the Jomon period.

The Office for the Promotion of World Heritage Site Registration,
Ichinohe Town Board of Education (TEL : +8T 195 32 2652)
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IMEHMHEZEEEFEE (TEL: 0186-62-6618)

Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2001

156,066.85m1

This site dating back to ca. 2,000-1,700 BC contains
4 large stone circles, each of which exceeds 30m in
diameter. They are considered to be ritual sites. There are
no other places where as many as 4 stone circles have
been found in one location. It is an important site that
provides clues to spiritual and ceremonial practices during
the Jomon period.

Lifelong Learning Department, Kitaakita City Board of Education
(TEL: +81 186 62 6618)
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Washinoki Site (associated site)
AUEmEFRITE / AKH]
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HEBBEZRERHRAER  (TEL: 01374-2-2186)

Washinoki-cho, Mori Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2006

Extended in 2014

83,660.75m

This site, located Tkm inland from Funkawan Bay, contains stone
circles and burial pits dating back to ca. 2,000 BC, including one of
the largest stone circles in Hokkaido, measuring 37m in perimeter.
It is an important site that provides clues not only to the burial
customs and rituals of northem Japan but also to interchanges
between Hokkaido and the Tohoku region at the time.

Social Education Department, Mori Town Board of Education

(TEL: +81 1374 2 2186)
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Choshichiyachi Shell Midden (associated site)
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Kikyono, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1981
29.579.00mt

This site contains one of the rare shell middens that can date
far back to ca. 6,000 BC in the Tohoku region. Fishhooks and
harpoons made of animal bones and antlers have been unearthed,
among other bone-made artifacts, indicating that people at the
time had a highly-developed fishing culture. It is an important
site that provides clues to the fishery-based livelihoods, diet, and
natural environments at that time.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Many symposiums are organized by local governments
about the Jomon culture and Jomon sites. Local
communities and NGOs also organize events, including
pottery making.
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Logo of Jomon sites
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The central figure in the logo represents Jomon
pottery as well as the map of northern Japan; the
vortex representing the 7sugaru strait symbolizes the
powerfulness of Jomon culture. The color is that of
pottery and lacquerware characteristic of this culture.
Darker areas mark the locations of the 17 Jomon sites.
The two Chinese characters signify Jomon (literally, “cord
pattern” ); “JOMON JAPAN" , short for the Jomon culture
of Japan, is also a reminder that natural lacquer known
today as japan in English dates back to this period.

JOMON JAPAN
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Information on |nd|V|dual sites and events
are available online.

— JOMON JAPAN —

JEiEE - JEERILDIESGEEY
http://jomon-japan.jp (HZE/Japanese)
http://jomon-japan.jp/en (¥58 /English)

FyXY A4 FJOMONLKBLS
http://jomon-japan.jp/kids
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/sedotal Jomon Museum

FURZEA  Visitor Information

OFfER ™A
9:00~17:00 Open 9:00-17:00

@7 N:=
B (fcl2L. B EER olc & EFNER)
FRER (128298~ 1H3H)
Closed on Mondays (if a holiday falls on a Monday, the museum will
be open on Monday and closed on Tuesday) and from 29 December

to 3 January.

OAEE# Admission
AA 200M (10 EDOHE 150H)
ERAELI T
Adults JPY200 (150)
Children (incl. elementary and high school students): Free
() shows group discounts per person for parties of 10 or more.

ASEERA  Access
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OMBWEEftE RS\ 7 BERK U ES 5 5
5 minutes’ walk from Ogata Station (Ak/ta Inland Railway)
O JREDPIAHRIE / BERKWET 155
15 minutes by car from JR 7akanosu Station (O Line)
REERERZEEBRVETE S

5 minutes by car from Odate-Noshiro Airport

@ BEHSRACREBE /1N FBeRE 100-1
100-1 Ogatanakata, Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Pref.

\0186-84-8710 +81 186848710
Hhttp://www.city.kitaakita.akita. jp/isedotai/index.html



