Special National Historic Site

SANNAI-MARUYAMA SITE

Aomori Prefectural Board of Education

Welcome to Sannai-Maruyama Village!

"The Sannai-Maruyama Site has been well-known since the Edo Period.
The excavation which began in 1992 revealed a large settlement from
the Early and Middle Jomon Period (approx. 3,900 to 2,200 B.C., 5,900
to0 4,200 B.P.).

Many pit buildings, pillar-supported buildings, mounds, and burial pits
and jars were unearthed along with numrous pieces of pottery and
stone implements, precious wooden objects, and objects made from
bone and antlers.

Given the significance of the site, Aomori Prefecture decided in 1994
to take up responsibility for the preservation Sannai-Maruyama."

Chronological

Timeline
Age Period | Major Sites in Aomori Prefecture

Paleolithic | Tamukai Hiyamizu Site (Hachinohe City)

13,000 B.C. (15,000 B.P.)
9,000 B.C. (11,000 B.P.)
5,000 B.C.(7,000 B.P.)

Incipient | Odai Yamamoto Site (Sotogahama Town)

Initial | Choshichiyachi Shell Midden (Hachinohe City)

Tagoyano Shell Midden (Tsugaru City)
Ishigami Site (Tsugaru City)

3,000 B.C. (5,000 B.P.)

Futatsumori Shell Midden (Shichinohe Town)
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2,000 B.C. (4,000 B.P.)
Komakino Site (Aomori City)

Kazahari (1) Site (Hachinohe City)

1,000 B.C. (3,000 B.P.)

Final Kamegaoka Site (Tsugaru City)

Korekawa Site (Hachinohe City)

300 B.C.(2,300B.P.)

Yayoi Period | Tareyanagi Site (Inakadate Village)

(Left) @Large Pillar-Supported Building
Sy . (reconstuction) '
e (Right) 12 Large Pit Buildings
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"In 1995, maintenance began and the Sannai-Maruyama Site was
opened to the public. The Jomon Jiyukan was opened in
November 2002.

The Sannai-Maruyama Site was registered as a national historical site
in March 1997 and as a special national historical site in November
2000, with 1958 artifacts registered as important cultural properties in
May 2003.

Aomori Prefecture will continue to preserve , maintain and utilize the
Sannai-Maruyama Site so that visitors can experience life in a
prehistoric Jomon Period village."

=LV ™ (D Stone-Encircled Graves

These graves from the Middle Jomon Period are
each surrounded by a circle of large stones placed
vertically and horizontally in systematic fashion.
They are found along the southwest side of the
remains of the road.

(@ South Mound

A hill-like mound was formed over a thousand
years by a large amount of discarded potsherds,
stone implements, clay figurines, jade beads,
and dirt. A cross-section of the mound is on
display here.

@ Large Pit Buildings
(remains / @reconstruction)

Large pit buildings more than ten
meters (32.8 ft)long were discovered.
The reconstructed Middle Jomon
Period longhouse (@) is 32 meters (105
ft)long. The large pit dwelling whose
remains are on display (above) was 15
meters (49.2 ft)long. Scholars
hypothesize that these structures
functioned as meeting halls, workshops,
or communal winter houses.
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@ Pit Buildings
(reconstuction)

The floor was dug into the ground
and there was a hearth in the
center. More than 550 have been
discovered so far and 15 have
been reconstructed.
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Burial Pits ai
The burial pl nd the
road remains are illustrated by the yellow-shaded area.

(5) Adult Graves
(Burial Pits)

Adults were buried in graves dug into
the ground. These burial pits were
placed along both sides of the road
as if facing each other. Approximately
500 graves have been discovered.
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(® Pillar-Supported
Buildings (reconstruction)

These types of buildings can be
identified by the postholes dug into the
earth to support their pillars. They are
found clustered around the center of
the site. They are thought to have been
raised-floor buildings and are
reconstructed as such.

North Mound

Many potsherds and stone
implements were disposed of
along with dirt at the North Mound.
Here you can see how the
potsherds were strewn over a
wide area.

(® Childrens' Graves

(Burial Jars)

The bodies of children were buried
in jars. These jars either had holes
drilled in their bottoms or or had
the bottoms taken off. Some
contain one or two fist-sized
stones. More than 800 have been
discovered so far.

(@ North Valley

The North Valley was a dumping ground. The wet,
anaerobic conditions helped preserve wooden objects,
animal and fish bones, nuts, and seeds.

Large Pillar-Supported Building

The remains are thought to be those of a six-pillared rectangular building. The
holes that the pillars were erected in, 4.2 meters (13.8 ft) apart from each other,
are about two meters (6.6 ft) wide and two meters deep, larger than those from
other buildings.Remains of chestnut posts measuring about one meter (3.3 ft)in
diameter were found preserved in the postholes.

Listing of the Jomon Archaeological Sites
in Hokkaido and N

URL https:/jomon-japan.jp/
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DOfune Site (Hakodate City, Hokkaido)
2Kakinoshima Site (Hakodate City, Hokkaido)
(3Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles (Chitose City, Hokkaido)
@Kitakogane Shell Midden (Date City, Hokkaido)
& ie - Takasago Shell Middens (Toyako Town, Hokkaido)
7)Sannai-Maruyama Site (Aomori City, Aomori prefecture)
(8Komakino Site (Aomori City, Aomori prefecture)
©O0mori-Katsuyama Site (Hirosaki City, Aomori prefecture)
{0Korekawa Site (Hachinohe City, Aomori prefecture)
IDTagoyano Shell Midden (Tsugaru City, Aomori prefecture)
2Kamegaoka Site (Tsugaru City, Aomori prefecture) _
dai-Yamamoto Site (Sotogahama Town, Aomori prefecture) @ (D® ®(@
utatsumori Shell Midden (Shichinohe City, Aomori prefecture) @ (
15Goshono Site (Ichinohe Town, lwate prefecture) ®
(6Oyu Stone Circles (Kazuno City, Akita prefecture) @ ®
edotai Site (Kitaakita City, Akita prefecture) Akita Prefecture Iwate Prefecture
18Washinoki Site (Mori Town, Hokkaido)
19Choshichiyachi Shell Midden (Hachinohe City, Aomori prefecture) %8 and (9 is Associated Sites.
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