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World Heritage Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan
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Ofune Site

FE 2.4m j(’_ﬂ@%/ Large pit dwelling site
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TEL : 0138-21-3563

Location
Ofune-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a historic site in 2001

Years
ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

About the site

The Ofune Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace
overlooking the Pacific Ocean. It includes pit dwellings,
storage pits, graves and artificial earthen mounds.
From large ritual earthen mounds, accumulations
of large numbers of pots, stone tools and other
ritual implements have been unearthed. These finds
demonstrate that rituals and ceremonies were held
here continually, over a long period of time.

Inquiries
Hakodate City Board of Education
TEL : +81 138 21 3563
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BX+3&#& / Remains of human-made earth mounds

The excavated remains of various structures, such as
pit dwellings, storage pits and graves, provide many
clues to the way of life thousands of years ago and
indicate that this settlement was used for a long period
of time, surrounded by rich natural environments that
enabled people to lead a stable life. Large quantities of
archaeological artifacts unearthed from earth mounds,
including those originating from central Hokkaido and
the Northern Tohoku region of the main island of Japan,
indicate that this settlement prospered as a center of
active trade.
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Excavated earthen pots from the latter half of the Middle Jormon period
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Pottery from the first half of the Middle Jormon period
shows many features in common with those from the
northern Tohoku region of the main island of Japan,
indicating active trades. On the other hand, pottery
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BET DY Overlaid pit dwelling sites from the second half of the Middle Jomon period shows
features unique to this region.
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A great number of stone plates,
which were probably used
mainly for food processing, have §
been unearthed, evidencing
that there were abundant food
resources at the time.

A great number of excavated stone plates
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— Chestnut trees were brought
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into Hokkaido in the Early
Jomon period and then started
At the Ofune site, layers of numerous dwelling sites , to grow wild, Not only were
have been discovered, containing shards of pottery that il ; - ;Tsecit?#éisretairtrfget?yvsaeso%ed%lj;
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show varying forms and characteristics depending on the Evcavated Japanese chestnuts used as buillding materials.

periods of their production.
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pit dwellings changed over time, they show continual BROEECHBEEL NEDTE P
commonality, indicating that people of the same group BYEEDY EYE-TOET, W
continued to use this settlement for a long time. The use of marine resources |
The pit dwellings at this site were found to be distinctively such as gigantic whales shows &
deeper than those found at other sites. Because it people's active engagement
needed more people to dig deeper, this is considered to with the sea, which was an
be evidence of the stability of people’s life at this site. important source of food.
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Excavated vertebra of a whale
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The sites of pit dwellings and
the remains of earth mounds |
are presented in various
ways to show how they were
when discovered; interpretive
reconstructions of pit dwellings
are also made to show what
they probably looked like.
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This Jomon village was
surrounded by productive §
deciduous broad-leaved forests.
Today, forests are regenerated 8
by local people, planting @&
chestnut trees, beech trees,
and hill cherry trees.
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In the open field, visitors can
learn about the life of the &
Jomon people by experiencing
the firing of pottery in the open
air and other activities.
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Interpretation for group visitors is provided on prior
request. Even if no reservation has been made, staff may
bhe available to provide guidance. Feel free to contact
them.
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The Ofune site is
surrounded by rich
natural environments,
including the Pacific
Ocean visible from e
the site, which is a
good fishing ground
still today.
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On the other hand, the
mountain behind the
site is called Mount
Kurinoki, or a chestnut-
tree mountain, which
used to be covered
with chestnut trees.

B CHDREDAL
Mount Kurinoki ("chestnut
tree") behind the site
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In autumn, salmon swim upstream in the Ofune River near

the site. In the Jomon period, a lot of salmon should have
swum upstream, too.
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Salmon swimming upstream in the Ofune Hot spring located in the midstream of
River the Ofune River
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Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2021
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Kitakogane Site / Date City

S HNEEFEER  DH'B™H  Approx. 4000-2,000 BCE
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EE - S OESOETE . om. B EDBROEHES The Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan serve as cultural heritage sites that

attest to the livelihoods and spirituality of people who led a sedentary lifeway
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EEUARDEFEEMULZT A DLEETI o while sustainably using the bounties of nature from forests, the sea, and rivers.
1iEE - SHE - 2FE - HHE(CFFET DB IS D= DEHE, They consist of 17 archaeological sites in Hokkaido, Aomori, lwate and Akita

prefectures dating from the Jomon period, including the remains of settlements,
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Kanita, Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 2013
ca. 13,000 BCE

The Odai Yamamoto Site dates from soon after the beginning of the
Jomon period and attests to a change from mobile to sedentary
ways of life. Pots and stone arrowheads have been unearthed along
with stone tools showing the same characteristics as artifacts of
the preceding Paleolithic period. These pots date back more than
15,000 years, making them the earliest known pottery in Northeast
Asia.

Sotogahama Town Board of Education (TEL : +81 174 31 1233)
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Kitakogane-cho, Date City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1987

ca. 5,000 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Kitakogane Site is a settlement site accompanied by shell
mounds on a hill overlooking Uchiura Bay. The shell mounds
have yielded sea shells, fish bones, marine mammal bones, and
bone and antler tools. These finds attest to the fishing oriented
livelihood that was pursued to adapt to environmental changes
such as marine transgressions and regressions.

Kitakogane Site Information Center (TEL: +81 142 24 2122)

Date City Board of Education (TEL: +81 142 23 3331)
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Usujiri-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

ca. 7,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,000 BCE

The Kakinoshima Site is a settlement site on a terrace overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. In the settlement, an area of pit dwellings is set
apart from a burial area. Some graves have yielded clay tablets
imprinted with children’ s footprints that were used as burial
goods, attesting to the burial customs and spiritual culture unique
to this area.

Hakodate City Board of Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)

Om] BHER

EE =

<

SEIEI=

V]

Tagoyano Site
BREDONBHAE
SEPMETE

1944(H F19) &

#CTTA1 4,000 L8 ~ #oIThl 2, OOOEEEZ
BEMICERSNICE T =HICEHUICRRZ # 3 S50
TY, Eﬁb‘bl?&b?l\‘ IZZEFRERIC, 7IF5 - A)LH
DEZNLUILERARP. XUTA N/ HEROFRERZD
2 Gl UN W}"éiﬂﬂﬁ(:aﬁD‘%&%@ﬁ?%fﬁiim
DHomHEZER (TEL:0173-49-1194)

Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
ca. 4,000 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Tagoyano Site is a settlement site accompanied by shell
mounds facing what used to be Paleo Lake Jusanko, which
appeared during a marine transgression. The shell mounds have
ylelded large numbers of items including shells from Japanese
basket clams and other shellfishes, and implements made from
the bones of whales and dolphins, as well as unfinished bracelets
made of dog cockle shells. These finds attest to the livelihood
around an inland bay at that time.

Tsugaru City Board of Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Futatsumori Site
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[1] Kaizukaienomae, Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture
@ Designated as a historic site in 1998
ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Futatsumori Site is a settlement site accompanied by large shell
mounds on a terrace located on the bank of Lake Ogawara along
the Pacific Ocean. It was found that the lower layers of the shell
mounds contain the shells of saltwater shellfishes and the upper
layers contain those of brackish shellfishes. These finds illustrate
how people lived in adaptation to environmental changes caused by
marine transgressions and regressions.

Shichinohe Town Board of Education (TEL: +81 176 58 5530)
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Ofune-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Ofune Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. It includes pit dwellings, storage pits, graves
and artificial earthen mounds. From large ritual earthen mounds,
accumulations of large numbers of pots, stone tools and other
ritual implements have been unearthed. These finds demonstrate
that rituals and ceremonies were held here continually, over a long
period of time.

Hakodate City Board of Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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[1] sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture
@ Designated as a special historic site in 2000

ca. 3,900 BCE ~ ca. 2,200 BCE

The Sannai Maruyama Site is a large hub settlement site with
features including pit dwellings, pillar supported structures, graves,
storage pits, ritual earthen mounds and dumping grounds. Massive
amounts of pots and stone tools have been excavated, as have
been animal and plant remains, more than 2,000 clay figurines (the
largest number recorded at any site in Japan) and other artifacts.
These finds illustrate a livelihood and rituals and ceremonies
performed at that time.

Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center (TEL: +81 17 766 8282)
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...... |Wadate|Chm0he-|—own|Wateprefecture -
Designated as a historic site in 1993

ca. 2,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Goshono Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace along the
Mabechi River. At the center of the plateau here are graves and
ritual earthen mounds that were surrounded by residential areas.
From the site, pots, stone tools, clay figurines, animal bones, nuts
and other items have been unearthed, illustrating a livelihood and
spiritual culture of a river area.

Ichinohe Town Board of Education Goshono Jomon Museum
(TEL : +81 195 32 2652)
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Irie Site / Takasago Burial site
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Irie, Toyako Town, Hokkaido
Designated as a historic site in 1988 (Irie Site), 2002 (Takasago Burial Site)

ca. 1,800 BCE (Irie Site) ca. 1,000 BCE (Takasago Burial Site)
(Historic Site : ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 800 BCE)

The Irie Site is a settlement site on a terrace overlooking Uchiura Bay.
It comprises an area of pit dwellings, a burial area and shell mounds. A
grave has yielded the bones of an adult affected by muscular atrophy.
The Takasago Burial Site is a cemetery site accompanied by shell mounds
on lowlands facing Uchiura Bay. Graves have yielded burial goods such as
clay figurines and other clay objects, in addition to human bones showing
traces of tooth extraction and those of a woman with an unborn baby.
Toyako Town Board of Education  (TEL: +81 142 74 3010)
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Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2001

ca. 2,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,700 BCE

The Isedotai Stone Circles are a ritual site that centers on stone
circles on a terrace near the Yoneshiro River. Four stone circles are
found close together at the terrace’ s northwestern edge, which
commands panoramic views. From the surrounding area, large
numbers of ritual implements have been unearthed, including clay
figurines and animal and bell-shaped clay objects.

Kitaakita City Board of Education (TEL: +81 186 62 6618)
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Komakino Stone Circle
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Nozawa, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

ca. 2,000 BCE

The Komakino Stone Circle is a ritual site that centers on a stone
circle located on a plateau extending at the western foothills of
the Hakkoda Mountains. The stone circle consists of three rings
surrounded by stones that partly form a fourth ring. The whole
area is 55 meters in diameter. Large numbers of ritual implements,
including triangular stone plates, have been unearthed.

Aomori City Komakino Site Preservation Museum
(TEL: +81 17 757 8665)
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Oyu Stone Circles
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(TEL : 0186-37-3822)

Towada, Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 1956
ca. 2,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,500 BCE

The Oyu Stone Circles is a ritual site that centers on stone circles
on a terrace along the Oyu River. It comprises the Manza Stone
Circle and the Nonakado Stone Circle, with each stone circle
consisting of two rings made up of river stone arrangements. Large
numbers of ritual implements have been unearthed around the
stone circles.

Opyu Stone Circles Museum, Kazuno City Board of Education

(TEL: +81 186 37 3822)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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(TEL : 0123-24-4210)

Chuo, Chitose City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1979

ca. 1,200 BCE

The Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles is a large cemetery site surrounded
by tall earthworks on a gentle slope overlooking the Ishikari Depression.
Earthwork burial circles were created by digging a circular pit and piling
the excavated earth around the pit in a ring, with several pit graves
inside. They attest to unique burial customs and a high degree of
spirituality

Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center

(TEL: +81 123 24 4210)
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Kamegaoka Burial Site
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TY, Bith FICZHOENMERIN. ZORBEDEZHE,
S[FEMEENFIATINE S LRZ(E U, RE TP
ResPENLSHHT L. BRCEMBHREZRLET,
DH2mHBEZER (TEL: 0173-49-1194)

Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
ca. 1,000 BCE ~ ca. 400 BCE

The Kamegaoka Burial Site is a large cemetery site on what
used to be Paleo Lake Jusanko, which appeared during a marine
transgression. On the plateau here are many graves, and the boggy
lowlands of the area that surrounds the plateau have yielded
large numbers of artifacts, including lacquered pots and other
lacquerware items, as well as a large, artistic, goggle eyed clay
figurine. These finds attest to a complex spiritual culture at that
time.

Tsugaru City Board of Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Omori Katsuyama Stone Ciecle
BARESLATIARR
SEIMERE

2012 (‘FRg24) &

#C7TA1 1,000 L8
SARUBODERE EICIIHYT 2 XKRRFRRINGZH DR
&I T, RRIGIE. L UAEOBIERIC77 &
DOHAZREEL CHREZEVTCVET ., BRIIERUZD
BN 5 [FRBRRERENAEICHT L TVET,
shlih#BEZSEw  (TEL: 0172-82-1642)

Omori, Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 2012
ca. 1,000 BCE

The Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle is a ritual site accompanied
by a large stone circle on a hill at the foot of Mt. Iwaki. The stone
circle was made by building a round mound on artificially leveled
ground and surrounding it with 77 stone assemblages. In and
around the stone circle, a large number of disc shaped stone
objects have been unearthed.

Hirosaki City Board of Education (TEL: +81 172 82 1642)
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Korekawa Site
SRR/ \FPrEll
EE
1957 (B8F132) &
#CITRT 4,000 FFt8 ~ #CTR1 400 FRtE
hE. —E5F. BHDO I DDEHNSRIET. BHTH.
PEEMI SRR ZHEDEETH Y, 188 B, 5P
PRBREDARER., REBY DG EDREEIHEL U, Tl
HICHITREEPRERIE@AUZILA T T,
Pty —2) 18X EE
(TEL:0178-38-9511)

Korekawa, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1957

ca. 4,000 BCE ~ ca. 400 BCE

The Korekawa Site consists of the Nakai, Ichioji and Hotta sites.
The Nakai Site is a settlement site with various facilities, where
pots, clay figurines, wooden artifacts (bows, fish spears, etc.) and
lacquerware items (lacquered combs, etc.) have been unearthed.
These finds illustrate a livelihood in a river area, as well as a high
degree of spirituality.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Choshichiyachi Site (associated site)
BRE/\FhicRe
SEEMEE 1981 (B8F156) £
#07TR1 6,000 £FLE
BERICTERSNICBARZRIDE UcSEEE T, B
"old. BAVBRICEET 2/\YTUZIFUH, LED
BRPas. B0APEZNT Uit OEERENH
T U, BRIOBFMTON TV EZLBAFT,
INFEBES Lt 9 —Z) | [#8SCEE

(TEL: 0178-38-9511)
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Kikyono, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

@ Designated as a historic site in 1981

ca. 6,000 BCE

The Choshichiyachi Site is a settlement site centering on a shell
mound that dates from a marine transgression period. From the
shell mound, large numbers of shells (from common Orient clams
and other warm water shellfishes), fish bones, and bone and antler
objects (fishhooks, harpoon heads, etc.) have been unearthed,
illustrating that fishing was actively practiced.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Washinoki Stone Circle (associated site)
1] JCHEERIE./ A
[ SeEMEE 2006 (¥ 18) £F
4C7TA1 2,000 €L
IBERAFRORIRIGZH SKIBEIN T, RIRIIG

(& FEREOEAZDLE L. ZONMIICHERKOIGH

TEISKY . BREIIMOIEEEETT . ZORMICEIT
=2 EDHY . BEOR/ENALZLAFE I,
HETHEZEEL (TEL: 01374-2-2186)

Washinoki-cho, Mori Town, Hokkaido
[M] Designated as a historic site in 2006
[MM ca. 2,000 BCE

m

The Washinoki Stone Circle is a ritual site accompanied by one of
the largest stone circles in Hokkaido. The stone circle consists of
double outer rings with an oval stone arrangement at the center. It
is approximately 37 meters in diameter. Near the stone circle is a

pit burial area, which illustrates spiritual culture at that time.
Mori Town Board of Education (TEL: +81 1374 2 2186)
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Official Websites

[HEEE - LRI D@BSGENEE] OZBEWOAT P A N>
MBERGE, FEULBR—AR—IZTELEE0,
Information on individual sites and events are available
online.

WFEE JLEE - JERILDESGENEE
https://jomon-japan.jp (B7:E/Japanese)
https://jomon-japan.jp/en (¥58/English)
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JOMON ARCHIVES

hyTN=2/ 7/9Jb7—73/(7

Fy XY JOMONKB<?
https://jomon-japan. jp/kids

Official English
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Logo of Jomon sites

ERZEMY LHICRIT, bmEsd
Rz, BXED/NT— 7&%&&3
%&DH/H%*@H/—C*L\—CU??O
rossaxErosgrigcaon SDad
BIAREE U, %ﬁﬁé?&‘@%”l%amg JOMON JAPAN
DENDTZT—Y 3V TRELTVETD,

FHAVDOEEGIC [#8X] OXF7Z. T8I [JOMON
JAPAN] OXF7ZBEEBUE Ufc. [JAPAN] (& [ER] @
RIEBHIET,
The central figure in the logo represents Jomon
pottery as well as the map of northern Japan; the
vortex representing the 7sugaru strait symbolizes the
powerfulness of Jomon culture. The color is that of
pottery and lacquerware characteristic of this culture.
Darker areas mark the locations of the 17 Jomon sites.
The two Chinese characters signify Jomon (literally, “cord
pattern” ); “JOMON JAPAN" , short for the Jomon culture

of Japan, is also a reminder that natural lacquer known
today as japan in English dates back to this period.
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Hakodate Jomon Culture Center

FUFRAZEEA  Visitor Information
OFEERsR
9:00~17:00 48~108
Open 9:00-17:00 from April to October
9:00~16:30 11H8~38
Open 9:00-16:30 from November to March

Of gl
BEH (RBOHSEROEVTH). BRKREEES.
12H298~1H3H XZOENEREFHKER
Closed on Mondays, on last Friday of each month, and from 29
December to 3 January (if a holiday falls on a Monday, the museum
will be open on Monday and closed on the next weekday).

OABER} Admission
[fBA] KA 300, F4£ - &4 - [RE 1500
[k (208 E)] KA 240, F4& - &4 - RE120H
Adults JPY300 (240) Students JPY150 (120)
() shows group discounts per person for parties of 20 or more.

EEA  Access

= l{l/ﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ;%ﬂﬁ

O JREGEEERD SETHI 6073
60 minutes by car from JR Hakodate Station (Hakodate Line)
HI8E/\N R [EeEB - 5D - IEZE(TE] TH90 D B EEHi 1~ T,
ST 2
90 minutes by Hakodate Bus for Shikabe, Furube and Todohokke to
the Kakinoshima Iseki - shita bus stop and 7 minutes' walk from there
O JRETHEEILIERN SETH 60 (KGHEH)
60 minutes by car from JR Shin-Hakodate Hokuto Station (Hokkaido
Shinkansen Line)
OKEEZEN 5B TH 405
40 minutes by car from Hakodate Airport
OBREHEFBNEREICHSETH 605
60 minutes by car from Onuma Park |IC on the Hokkaido Expressway

QiLEEREEMmERAT 551-1

551-1 Usujiri-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido
N\ 0138-25-2030 +81 138 25 2030
Ahttp://www.hjcc.jp/



