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World Heritage Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan
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Location
Chuo, Chitose City, Hokkaido

Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a historic site in 1979

Years
ca. 1,200 BCE

About the site

The Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles is a large cemetery
site surrounded by tall earthworks on a gentle slope
overlooking the Ishikari Depression. Earthwork burial
circles were created by digging a circular pit and piling
the excavated earth around the pit in a ring, with
several pit graves inside. They attest to unique burial
customs and a high degree of spirituality

For inquiries
Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center
TEL : +81 123 24 4210
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Current topographic map of Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles (Surveyed in 2013-2017)

Although covered with volcanic ash and humus soil since
the Edo period, the earthwork burial circles remain visible.
The terrain created by the center pits and around the
circular embankments shows the process of formation up
to the present day and creates a historical landscape that
reflects the arrangement of the grave sites of the Jomon
period.




1 SEREIR (20124)
Closeup view of Earthwork Burial Circle 1
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Standing stone of grave pit 4 of Excavation area of Earthwork Burial
Earthwork Burial Circle 1 Circle 1
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Excavation on Earthwork Burial Circles 1 and 2

Earthwork Burial Circles 1 and 2 are particularly large
among the groups of earthworks. Chitose Board of
Education excavated Earthwork Burial Circles 1 in July
1964 and 2 in July 1965. At Earthwork Burial Circle 1, five
grave pits were excavated from the research area of about
67 m. It revealed the construction process of earthwork
and that earthwork burial circle was of the Jomon period.
At Earthwork Burial Circle 2, a grave pit associated with
a stone arrangement was excavated from research area
of about 48 m. Fragments of clay figurine were excavated
from the outside of a grave pit.
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Section of Earthwork Burial Circle 2
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Grave pit of Earthwork Burial Circle 2
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Stone rod of Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles

A grave pit buried with a stone rod was discovered
around the northern outer rim of embankment of
Earthwork Burial Circle 4. We can see incised design
on the both heads of the stone rod made of slate. It is
57 cm in length and weighs 710 g.

4 SERERRNMEENL L% (B)
Stone rod excavated from a grave pit of
Earthwork Burial Circle 4




FOR2SERERAXEDOER (20134F)
Excavation of the southern part of the Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circle 2 (in 2013)
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Excavation of the eastern part of the site (in 2013)
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In the 2013-2017 peripheral distribution surveys around
the historic site, a previously unknown small earth burial
circle was found on the north side of the stream. Moreover,
common grave pits constructed in the same period with
earthwork burial circles were found together. This confirms
the spread of the archaeological sites in the latter half of
the late Jomon period (1200 BCE). As a result of this survey,
the designated area of the historic site was expanded in
2019.
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Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center organizes
various programs and events for visitors to learn about
the Jomon culture by making magatama (comma-shaped
beads), starting a fire, and cooking Jomon biscuits they
way Jomon people probably did.
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Jomon pottery is fired in the open air. TV HDAZEE> CHEILH !
Let's make stone tools using horn of
Hokkaido sika deer.
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Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center

ECHEKIGENOEBHE DRI
Presentation of the shell layer cross section at the Bib/ Kaizuka Kita site in Chitose
City.
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The history and culture of Chitose from the Paleolithic era

up to 1868 are presented. Archaeological excavations of
the Kiusu burial sites in 1964 and 1965 are explained.
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Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2021
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HmiE - It DEETE L. ZvE. | IBREDBRDEHER The Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan serve as cultural heritage sites that
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N B BEZER (TEL: 0174-31-1233)

Kanita, Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 2013
ca. 13,000 BCE

The Odai Yamamoto Site dates from soon after the beginning of the
Jomon period and attests to a change from mobile to sedentary
ways of life. Pots and stone arrowheads have been unearthed along
with stone tools showing the same characteristics as artifacts of
the preceding Paleolithic period. These pots date back more than
15,000 years, making them the earliest known pottery in Northeast
Asia.

Sotogahama Town Board of Education (TEL : +81 174 31 1233)
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Kitakogane-cho, Date City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1987

ca. 5,000 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Kitakogane Site is a settlement site accompanied by shell
mounds on a hill overlooking Uchiura Bay. The shell mounds
have yielded sea shells, fish bones, marine mammal bones, and
bone and antler tools. These finds attest to the fishing oriented
livelihood that was pursued to adapt to environmental changes
such as marine transgressions and regressions.

Kitakogane Site Information Center (TEL: +81 142 24 2122)

Date City Board of Education (TEL: +81 142 23 3331)
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Usujiri-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

ca. 7,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,000 BCE

The Kakinoshima Site is a settlement site on a terrace overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. In the settlement, an area of pit dwellings is set
apart from a burial area. Some graves have yielded clay tablets
imprinted with children’ s footprints that were used as burial
goods, attesting to the burial customs and spiritual culture unique
to this area.

Hakodate City Board of Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)

Om] BHER

EE =

<

SEIEI=

V]

Tagoyano Site
BREDONBHAE
SEPMETE

1944(H F19) &

#CTTA1 4,000 L8 ~ #oIThl 2, OOOEEEZ
BEMICERSNICE T =HICEHUICRRZ # 3 S50
TY, Eﬁb‘bl?&b?l\‘ IZZEFRERIC, 7IF5 - A)LH
DEZNLUILERARP. XUTA N/ HEROFRERZD
2 Gl UN W}"éiﬂﬂﬁ(:aﬁD‘%&%@ﬁ?%fﬁiim
DHomHEZER (TEL:0173-49-1194)

Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
ca. 4,000 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Tagoyano Site is a settlement site accompanied by shell
mounds facing what used to be Paleo Lake Jusanko, which
appeared during a marine transgression. The shell mounds have
ylelded large numbers of items including shells from Japanese
basket clams and other shellfishes, and implements made from
the bones of whales and dolphins, as well as unfinished bracelets
made of dog cockle shells. These finds attest to the livelihood
around an inland bay at that time.

Tsugaru City Board of Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Futatsumori Site
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[1] Kaizukaienomae, Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture
@ Designated as a historic site in 1998
ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Futatsumori Site is a settlement site accompanied by large shell
mounds on a terrace located on the bank of Lake Ogawara along
the Pacific Ocean. It was found that the lower layers of the shell
mounds contain the shells of saltwater shellfishes and the upper
layers contain those of brackish shellfishes. These finds illustrate
how people lived in adaptation to environmental changes caused by
marine transgressions and regressions.

Shichinohe Town Board of Education (TEL: +81 176 58 5530)
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Ofune-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Ofune Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. It includes pit dwellings, storage pits, graves
and artificial earthen mounds. From large ritual earthen mounds,
accumulations of large numbers of pots, stone tools and other
ritual implements have been unearthed. These finds demonstrate
that rituals and ceremonies were held here continually, over a long
period of time.

Hakodate City Board of Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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[1] sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture
@ Designated as a special historic site in 2000

ca. 3,900 BCE ~ ca. 2,200 BCE

The Sannai Maruyama Site is a large hub settlement site with
features including pit dwellings, pillar supported structures, graves,
storage pits, ritual earthen mounds and dumping grounds. Massive
amounts of pots and stone tools have been excavated, as have
been animal and plant remains, more than 2,000 clay figurines (the
largest number recorded at any site in Japan) and other artifacts.
These finds illustrate a livelihood and rituals and ceremonies
performed at that time.

Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center (TEL: +81 17 766 8282)
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...... |Wadate|Chm0he-|—own|Wateprefecture -
Designated as a historic site in 1993

ca. 2,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Goshono Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace along the
Mabechi River. At the center of the plateau here are graves and
ritual earthen mounds that were surrounded by residential areas.
From the site, pots, stone tools, clay figurines, animal bones, nuts
and other items have been unearthed, illustrating a livelihood and
spiritual culture of a river area.

Ichinohe Town Board of Education Goshono Jomon Museum
(TEL : +81 195 32 2652)
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Irie Site / Takasago Burial site
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Irie, Toyako Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1988 (Irie Site), 2002 (Takasago Burial Site)
ca. 1,800 BCE (Irie Site) ca. 1,000 BCE (Takasago Burial Site)
(Historic Site : ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 800 BCE)

The Irie Site is a settlement site on a terrace overlooking Uchiura Bay.
It comprises an area of pit dwellings, a burial area and shell mounds. A
grave has yielded the bones of an adult affected by muscular atrophy.
The Takasago Burial Site is a cemetery site accompanied by shell mounds
on lowlands facing Uchiura Bay. Graves have yielded burial goods such as
clay figurines and other clay objects, in addition to human bones showing
traces of tooth extraction and those of a woman with an unborn baby.
Toyako Town Board of Education  (TEL: +81 142 74 3010)
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Isedotai Stone Circles
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Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2001

ca. 2,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,700 BCE

The Isedotai Stone Circles are a ritual site that centers on stone
circles on a terrace near the Yoneshiro River. Four stone circles are
found close together at the terrace’ s northwestern edge, which
commands panoramic views. From the surrounding area, large
numbers of ritual implements have been unearthed, including clay
figurines and animal and bell-shaped clay objects.

Kitaakita City Board of Education (TEL:+81 186 62 6618)
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Komakino Stone Circle
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Nozawa, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

ca. 2,000 BCE

The Komakino Stone Circle is a ritual site that centers on a stone
circle located on a plateau extending at the western foothills of
the Hakkoda Mountains. The stone circle consists of three rings
surrounded by stones that partly form a fourth ring. The whole
area is 55 meters in diameter. Large numbers of ritual implements,
including triangular stone plates, have been unearthed.

Aomori City Komakino Site Preservation Museum
(TEL: +81 17 757 8665)

DR ZERIG

SIS

<

=E=-

<

Oyu Stone Circles
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Towada, Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 1956
ca. 2,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,500 BCE

The Oyu Stone Circles is a ritual site that centers on stone circles
on a terrace along the Oyu River. It comprises the Manza Stone
Circle and the Nonakado Stone Circle, with each stone circle
consisting of two rings made up of river stone arrangements. Large
numbers of ritual implements have been unearthed around the
stone circles.

Oyu Stone Circles Museum, Kazuno City Board of Education

(TEL: +81 186 37 3822)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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Chuo, Chitose City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1979

ca. 1,200 BCE

The Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles is a large cemetery site surrounded
by tall earthworks on a gentle slope overlooking the Ishikari Depression.
Earthwork burial circles were created by digging a circular pit and piling
the excavated earth around the pit in a ring, with several pit graves
inside. They attest to unique burial customs and a high degree of
spirituality

Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center

(TEL: +81 123 24 4210)
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Kamegaoka Burial Site
BREDN B HAIE
SEEMETE

1944 (BBF0119) &
#C7TAT 1,000 L8 ~ #CoThAT 400 LR
BERRICER NG T =8ICE U ARRGHEE
TY, Bith FICZHOENMERIN. ZORBEDEZHE,
S ([FEMEENFIATNE S LRZ(E U, RE TP
RSP ENLSHHT L. BRI CEMBHREZRLE T,
DH'2mHBEZER (TEL: 0173-49-1194)

Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
ca. 1,000 BCE ~ ca. 400 BCE

The Kamegaoka Burial Site is a large cemetery site on what
used to be Paleo Lake Jusanko, which appeared during a marine
transgression. On the plateau here are many graves, and the boggy
lowlands of the area that surrounds the plateau have yielded
large numbers of artifacts, including lacquered pots and other
lacquerware items, as well as a large, artistic, goggle eyed clay
figurine. These finds attest to a complex spiritual culture at that
time.

Tsugaru City Board of Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Omori Katsuyama Stone Ciecle
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Omori, Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 2012
ca. 1,000 BCE

The Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle is a ritual site accompanied
by a large stone circle on a hill at the foot of Mt. Iwaki. The stone
circle was made by building a round mound on artificially leveled
ground and surrounding it with 77 stone assemblages. In and
around the stone circle, a large number of disc shaped stone
objects have been unearthed.

Hirosaki City Board of Education (TEL: +81 172 82 1642)
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Korekawa Site
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Korekawa, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1957

ca. 4,000 BCE ~ ca. 400 BCE

The Korekawa Site consists of the Nakai, Ichioji and Hotta sites.
The Nakai Site is a settlement site with various facilities, where
pots, clay figurines, wooden artifacts (bows, fish spears, etc.) and
lacquerware items (lacquered combs, etc.) have been unearthed.
These finds illustrate a livelihood in a river area, as well as a high
degree of spirituality.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Choshichiyachi Site (associated site)
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(TEL: 0178-38-9511)

=B =

Kikyono, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

@ Designated as a historic site in 1981

ca. 6,000 BCE

The Choshichiyachi Site is a settlement site centering on a shell
mound that dates from a marine transgression period. From the
shell mound, large numbers of shells (from common Orient clams
and other warm water shellfishes), fish bones, and bone and antler
objects (fishhooks, harpoon heads, etc.) have been unearthed,
illustrating that fishing was actively practiced.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Washinoki Stone Circle (associated site)
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Washinoki-cho, Mori Town, Hokkaido
[M] Designated as a historic site in 2006
[MM ca. 2,000 BCE

m

The Washinoki Stone Circle is a ritual site accompanied by one of
the largest stone circles in Hokkaido. The stone circle consists of
double outer rings with an oval stone arrangement at the center. It
is approximately 37 meters in diameter. Near the stone circle is a

pit burial area, which illustrates spiritual culture at that time.
Mori Town Board of Education (TEL: +81 1374 2 2186)
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Official Websites

[HEEE - EERIED@BSGENEE] DZBEWOAT P A N>
MBERGE, FEULBR—AR—IZTELEE0,
Information on individual sites and events are available
online.

WFEE JLEE - LRI DESGENEE
https://jomon-japan.jp (B7:E/Japanese)
https://jomon-japan.jp/en (¥55/English)
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JOMON ARCHIVES

hyN=2/ 7/9Jb7—73/(7

FyXY41 JOMONKB<?
https://jomon-japan. jp/kids

Official English
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Logo of Jomon sites
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The central figure in the logo represents Jomon
pottery as well as the map of northern Japan; the
vortex representing the 7sugaru strait symbolizes the
powerfulness of Jomon culture. The color is that of
pottery and lacquerware characteristic of this culture.
Darker areas mark the locations of the 17 Jomon sites.
The two Chinese characters signify Jomon (literally, “cord
pattern” ); “JOMON JAPAN" , short for the Jomon culture

of Japan, is also a reminder that natural lacquer known
today as japan in English dates back to this period.
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Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center

FIFZA  Visitor Information

OREERS
9:00~17:00 Open 9:00-17:00

OfEEH
THBEH - BEB - $i8 - F£REH (12/29-1/3)
Bo%2HEBGHR=E
Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, and from 29 December to 3
January, except for the second Sunday of the month.

OAEERlI Admission

R Free
REZEA  Access
i NERALR > 2 — -

ORTHERNSETHKI 159

15 minutes by car from JR Chifose Station (Chitose Line)
O REREERNSETH 7 2

7 minutes by car from JR Osatsu Station (Chitose Line)
OEREHEBETHRICNSETHE S

8 minutes by car from Chitose - higashi IC on the Doto Expressway
MNHBEHBFD Y FBA

No public transportation is available.

QivmET & 42-1
42-1 Osatsu, Chitose City, Hokkaido
N0123-24-4210 +81 123 24 4210
Hhttps://www.city.chitose.lg.jp/docs/
95-43785-169-915.html



